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enlarge upon several circumstances 
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PRSFACE. 



The favourable reception which Death^ a ViS' 
ion, has met with by the more pious and though t- 
iiil ; and the frequent accounts I have had of its 
ncr^efulness, especially to the weary and heavy-la- 
den Christian, have induced me to endeavour to 
make it, as much as possible, still more acceptable, 
und to print it in a more suitable form for a family 
book, or pocket companion, as well as greatly to 
enlarge upon several- circumstances therein rela- 
ted. 

The subject is of the highest importance. — 
Death casts the die, and unalterably fixes, forever 
fixes, our existence, eith^'V^a state of the purest 
holiness and consummate nHdty; or in the blackest 
horrour and most aggravated torments, in the howl- 
ing regions of infamy and despair. It is of uni- 
versal concern ; all are equally interested in it ; 
for V all must die." This point admi'.s of no con- 
troversy ; nor can any man appeal from the awful 
decision. We may in other things, perhaps, al- 
lowably differ; but here our judgment must be 
unanimous, while we visil iVve tombs of our ances- 
tors, and daily tread upoiv tVve iwi'sX w\R^\^^^^ 
^^ HP/^^^ spirits, **^oxtt i^\>ft»\^,— ^V^^^^ 



juuiiced, proclaims aloud the swif 
Death to venerable age, ripening for 
series of bodily infirmities. The y< 
the bloom of youth, and strength of 
this unequal war, can make no grea 
than tottering weakness. Almost e^ 
duceth fr^sh testimony, that youth is 
an insurance from death, nor tdbustg 
imbs a ael^arity from the grave, "j 
nonarch cbmes down here to a peri 
7ith the basest beggar ; and the most 
arean ranks o^ly with the menial drui 
>n in the kitchen* ^Neither robes o 
WA, nor cro^jMi^Of 4iib purest gold, 
exempt their.|rea(||frs from the pains i 
a gloomy death tt»H «--" * 



\r niH— iBMiwwi ^preparation for dea 
man is about purchasing any valuj 
diligent he is to guard against in 
gentleman purchaseth an estate, ho 
is after its real value, and with wha 
he examine the validity of his title 
ing he is to hold it, as it were, onl} 
or rather by the moment ! 

Strange it is, \nXiX is true as st 

bulk of nnnkind will take nothing v 

cept th^ir everiasting concerns. O i 

art one of this thoughtless herdf allc 

hee, that thou hast a terrible death I 

erhble ddath before thee, which i 

hee, 'and will not spare thee one*moi 

f thinp "»^'" — 



nuch assidoitj as if Death had in i 
cnce, and ai^ if there was not an 
consequent upon dissolution, 
me leave to deal plainly witbl^^ fo 
Icr, — for God, thy judge, will om 
. perhaps very soon, be plain, justl 
exact with thee, and with every one 
to a severe account for the thoughtle 
roya ; yea, and visit upon thee the 
thine own inconsideration. TiBm 
at audit be, which is unthongbt of,': 
hou art unprovided ; like the man i 
dding garment, the sinner sh^ 
ess. 

1 pressest hard after the perishing ri 
did ; sometimes successfully, but fre 



PUBFACil. Vll 

ing on tie prospect of losing ttiine alL Goulds t 
thou letv^ as many millions as thou dost poundd, 
to suTYiviii^'lwini or to charitable us^s, it would 
not, in the ti^t, open upontiiy heart the pleasing 
prospect ofiii^ne felicity, nor bribe the fangs of 
hell from seizing,.ti[iy despairing spirit ; would not 
even purchsift ihe« a more tolerable station in the 
mansions of tne danced, or one moment's respite 
from thine unutterabAwwoe. Vain and insignifi- 
cant wealth can qnly eotifort in health aqd pros- 
perity, but boasteth not Ibe power of relieving 
when in thf greatest necessihf-. Yet how many 
damn ^eitfBelves by prefering thee, O delusive 
wealth, to Jesus and his salvation I O God, open 
the eyes of blind and thoughtless man, that he may 
be wise to consider his latter end ! 
4 At^ j3ioa a man of pleasure, .and is liiine heart 
in polilidt places of resort? How unworthy, then, 
the name of man ! How much more excellent 
are the brutal ranks, which so faithfully answer 
the several ends.. of their existence! The very 
beasts that drM^lbee to routs and assemblies, and 
serve to promote thy unmanly dissipkion, will 
bring in tiieir seteral accusations ; and all thine 
enjoyments will be swift wUnesses a^nst thecr 
Go on in thy life of fead^.« "LrX c^«^ ^^^ ^'^'^ 
renewed carnival; and OTef^^x^Xxscrsim^ ^n«s5»: 
proAue some new, some mote ^\fcttf;\^^^«^^'^ 
ttwAnafer, l|hut oat from iiiVaftUW^^^ 



he has conferred upon thee ! If lli 

God in time, thou shalt also die 

be banished from him to eternit; • 

When disesuie shall seize «Aee, 

sents his envenomed uttow at t 

thou thy couch to be carried to Vj 

lie's, the Pantheon, ofjiome othe 

ure, and try if thou canst die with 

among the shouts of madness and 

laughter. Yea, shroud thee in a 

shalt see that Death, commissione 

his aim, but among the giddy croA\ 

destined victim, and as soon despa 

market or Convent-garden, as if 

lonely desert. Shake off all restra 



PREFACB. IX 

iiough you should live brutal lives, you shall 
t have Ihe privilege of dying like them, but must 
ike your appearance before the eternal God, un- 
rgo the scrutiny of infinite Holiness, and be judg- 
according to the deeds done in the body, whether 
jy have been good or evil. If thou never bowed 
r knee to the God that made thee, do it now ; 
1 beg of him to teach thee to act^CGoMM'^ ^^' 
nal being, accountable to 1t||r Maker finSSul^thy 
}cedure. Seek his wilUji the volume of Revela- 
n ; so shalt thou Imi tauflHiiat without holiness 
man shall see the LordsTft^ that there is no ho- 
ess but what ariseth from being bom agadn.-^ 
lerefore, ** ye must be bom agsdn,'' in order to 
! happy, and live forever blessed. Iiet whoever 
lases, laugh at the pjopositiou; flieir impious 
}ers irill yield to thee dft manner of excuse, when 
id shall demand thy spirit. I therefore take my 
v^ of the thoughtless reader, by leaving this me- 
nto with him : «< Remember, O man, that thou 
St and shalt die !" 

[ shall now beg leave to address you whom God 
h made sensible of the necessity of a Saviour, 
I of the awful importance of an enduring exis- 
ce. Great are your privileges ! and great your 
gationa ! From DeatYi yovi \NaN^ ^^a'^Nsv'ii^ ns^ 
• come when it will, it mMst catofeNai^y^-^"^ 
^X manner ; for it ahaXl feo n»^ n^Kn^c^ "^^T 
^ar the Xnird. Mat\L-, U\jb ^«x:6i^sN2^^'=^'^ 



Behold the upright, who is the 
or closet that you see him in 
The end, the death, and death 
peace and holy serenity, am 
which neither earth nor hell 
peace, which accompanies th 
Christian, is the peace of God 
and by him maintained, and cc 
ment of his sacred presence ; 
as never yet filled the bosonr 
sinner, and therefore absolute 
prehension of unassisted rea; 
gloomy while in the tal^erna 
be rugged, and the path unev 
pilgrim may come halting to li 



inii in view. Even in this liff tl\ey shall. 
triag forth in you the peaceable fruita ol' rislitPiius- 
as, while they are working out fur ymi, aceord- 
g to the beautiful languugo of inspiri'iitiii, ■■;! Tar 
ore eiceeding and eternal weight ofjcy." 
What a b^utiful climax! what iiii iistent ot 
fcdeBting IS here, apTinging froin a source so uu- 
ig! Thai aflliclion?, whiHiburilenuB while 
ill this lulienmde, should he cidlcil light, may lo 
i nexiJerieiK-e np|Ki:ir somcihiug strange ; yctlighl 
t-liey ars in comparison of the weight of judgment 
<iue unto sin's demerit; light in comparison of ihe 
Vinspeakable soirows actually sustained by our 
a.dorable Lord and Saviour; and light in compari- 
son of that vast weight of glory, which God, out 
-Almighty Father, lakes occasion by iheni lo work 
^ut ill our behalf. Nor is it less slraiigi! to hear 
^ur affliction, which frequently attends us from the 
<:;radlc to the lomb, represented but as for a mo- 
anent ; yel, when compared with that perpetual fe- 
licity so fast approaching, life, though drawn out 
Xo the age of ^leihusalem. sinks into nothing. Yet 
even this light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
ment, shall work for us a far — more — exceeding 
— and eternal weightof glory '. Here is a weight 
ofsiory, instead ol"ligh< affl\cA\oi\s\ ^ ^ckv. n^ ?>.■§? 
o/ glory !~a grcatm- wei^hlot R^^t^'- — ^'■^■■^■S' 
<:'■ u-eiglH ol' glory ! — lav gveaVei x\\a».'«^ ^^'^'^ 
or ihiak of, or in any ^vay deseT^e,\— '^'^'^ ■* 



glory ! ! To «et forth the issi] 

flictions, this eloquent apostle 

power of language. Farther W( 

. nitjr must discover the. rest ! 
have its perfect work.; and let 

object of your pursuit : it is no 
ingredients are mingled in youi 
Bcription of Infinite Wisdom, 
be salutary. 

But Death is awful ; you kr 
the thoughts of dying. Wh^ 
have any objection to laying hi 
the hungry beggar to enterin 
ing house ? Death is, indeed 
porch ; but it is the gate of i 
o«#l will not the lovinijr, the lo 
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Death perfectly eaSe and salutary, per 
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niaps even 


desirable and easy. 


To the saint of Got 
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[foi- the ro 


ost part, the bittemCBS of Death is pas 
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Wfcre Death itself arrives; s< 


) that upon its arrival 


lie does m 


ot find it lo be that terrible and iremea 


e4 


dou9 thing to die which he once apprclicndcd. C 


t 


my God, 




sensible presence ir 



! then shall T esteem my Doaih : 
inestimable benefit, and my last hours the moa: 
precious of my temporal life ; and even with my 
dying breath I will magnify the precious name oi 
Jesus my beloved. 

Once more, let me recommend it to you, as you 
"wiah to live honorably and die in comfort, to culti- 
vate those tempera and principles that are likely to 
have your approbation on a death bed. I am ei- 
ther greatly mistaken in respect to the nature ol 
Christianity, or some people of eminent rank in 
the church of Christ must undergo a very great 
revolution in the temper and disposition of their 
minds, before they are to have a comfortable 
Death ; an angry, a revengeful, an implacable tem- 
per, very ill agrees with the genius of the gospel- 
dispensation, and with our character, a-s die follow- 
ers of the meek and lowly Jesus, who, widi his 
dyin^ breath, cried out, "¥a\he'(,^aTi^N%'&v«savVs' 
i/jeytnow not what they iio\" VaV'^va s^si-i 
remembered, that it is not a ■w&\\v\iS.ci-«&C'*']* 
and clear knowledge of gOB?e\ Wa'*^- "^'^"" 



heart, u ucavt^u*^ 
mind, are wanting. The one ma^ 
you the name ; but it is the other 
the nature of a 'Cfanstian. It has 
choly obsenration, in which I am air 
much justice, that some professors, 
for gospel knowledge, are most re 
cient in- regard to the spirit of Ch 
think, indeed, that they ought to 
those who are less clear in their 
ments, oriiave the unhappiness to ( 
in some favourite article. But what 
idea is this likely to give infidels o 
pel itself, as they are glad to h 
•blemish in the Christian character 
the bloKibd Gospel with the defect 
I if oei y confess, that if I had m 

wiit'vome acquiintance with the 

- 1 — «^if 



i to promote, 
.oBe'can yield him peace and compo 
ying moments. 

There is no way so likely to aoflen tl 
kI miJiiljte ihc passioDs of man, as to c 
■quaintance witli death bed Holemnities, 
keep an eternity in view. It is only 
Jii to this, that we can either think or a 
5 tlie Christian. This habit of minil 
It with eteniily, has many peculiar ai 
mected with it, and ia of the grealeat i 
religious life; such aa making nfi 
ich otherwise would aeem long and si 
ear what they really are; but light ! 
tary, naturally leads ua into such an a 
with our own t-'-'- ' 



the land of his inheritance ! 

The following little Tract was \i 

the immediate views of Death, and ' 

made very awful impressions on the 

Author. The mode of it was chosei 

to make it more entertaining, while 

the necessary instruction to the mini 

stance of it, notwithstanding, is taki 

which have fallen under his own obs 

it is hoped, that, through the divine 

truths conveyed in it will produce tl 

in the believing heart. I trust I can 

thankful for the accounts I have had < 

neM« and bless God that any feebl 

mine should be owned to his people' 

I have taken fresh pains in preparing 

edition for the press, and what alter 



Now, that the Holy-Ghost may atteml ihe read- 
ing of "Death, a vi»ion'* with its special iiilliieLice, 
that it may answer the end for whitli il [a now 
again Bent into the worid, ia, and I truat ^h;i!l tvci' 
be, the Author'a prayer. Amen. 
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DEATHS 

A VISION 



PARTI. 

It W88 about twelve months ago, that my mind, 
fl u but too frequent with me, void of stability, 
ambled from one theme to another, and for a con- 
iderable time,\ continued its iragary to that degrree, 
lat I found myself utterly iijicapaUe of fixing my 
tendon on any subject that presented itself, how- 
ler interesting or important it might seem. At 
St, an awful subject, — Dbath, — all-conquering 
BATH ! — presented itself to me ; and that not in 
tery desirable manner, but in aH the deformities 
an implacable enemy to nature. This unwel- 
me, though important visitant, engrossed my 
ention in such a manner, that for a fortnight^ 
ace I maintained an almost constant intercourse 
th that awful production of Sin. Throughout 
t whole length of the day, whether I was in the 
set, at the table, or taking a tum^on the flow- 
' banks of ^e Severn, my friendly neighbour, I 
s always emj^loyed in viewing the features of 
awful countenance ; marking, as well as I could, 
proportions of his parts, and duly observing 
formidable retinue. It was thus I employed 
telf, while the cheering sun iSnnuned our ho- 
u, aad mtwee tejoiood iala» tpittaiLx«^v> ^^^^ 



..wj,, v/1 iiic * laiLi'igsiumDer brought th( 
f Death along with it. ' One particula 
f my nocturnal conversation with that 
ilhiger, I Qsteeni not unworthy of a pub 
ig ; therefore shall do myself the pleasi 
ting it. 

It happened one night, after I had be« 
minating through the day on the awfu 
at when I was in bed I could not com 
If for several hours to rest, but numl 
)ck from eleven till two ; so deep was 
ession which the exercise of the day ha 
my mind. Then it was that I felt the 
alarmed imagination ; for in one i 
)uglit I fancied I beheld the dreadfiil 
proaching me with his open commissio 
id, and a resistless dart in the other, wi 
intended piercing my reluctant heart, 
cd grave close at his heels, yawning 
desire for a prey. The man who kn 

ent of his own fnrtUnrlo o»»/l *T 
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: rorm of a dragon, wreathing his tremendous 
k beneath the feet of a glorious Personage, who 
■e five overflowing wounds, which he received 
ihe day that haughty Death imaghied the hea- 
ily country was added lo his earthly dominions, 
eed, well might the insatiable tyrant conceive 
h a presumptuous thought, seeing, strange as 
lay Beem, the Lord, the fountain of life himself, 
. fallen into his hands; nor did the regardless 
ister pay the least deference to his immaculate 
son. But well for him it was, that as the Sa- 
lt fell, he seized the king of terrors in his most 
^ous form, and wrenched from him the fatal 
g, — the sad repository of all his strength — and 
bled him of the least hurtfulness to the chosen 
. This holy Conqueror, for reasons known 
imself, and profitable to us, was pleased to vis- 
le dwellings of the dead, and, for a season, 
niited himself to t!ic aiTest of Death. But 
triird blest morning come, — he shook the dust 
1 him, — burst the barriers of the tomb, — for- 
( the confines of Death, and in holy triumph, 
forth the poisonous sting, and said, Ikave over- 
e Death, and him that had the power of 
.TH ! ! When I was indulged with this mental 
in, I thought that emboldened Nature collected 
brce, and advanced to gaze on the expiring 
ster. O ! thought I, if I could always view 
cruel adversary in his siingless condition, 
wling at the feet of the wondetfaV Ccron^'is^.'w, 
uld meet him wkh aa VUft* few -is^^**- 
■i sport himself wil\\ a\\^mv\ftaa\wH*>. ^"^' 
f odea looked forwaii ^\^.Vfca*^ '^^^ 
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departure from it,— to have no satisfying < 
ry made of that world of spirit^ wh^ire Ih 
reigns in triumph, nor of the safety of thd 
from earth to heaven, — how dismd the cat 
gloomy, how. threatening the prospect! i 
meditating on these awful subjects, gentle j 
seized me with its lulling charms, and sooi 
me into the arms of downy sleep, i^'hete I 
rest of the night, inactive in body, Deatx 
imprinted his image upbn me. 

In the mean while, the more vigilant mil 
her usual manner, I'amblcd abroad throiigfa.i 
Mred space. Mounted on an agile fianCy» s 
explored the vaJst meridian from pole to pd 
changing her course, she winged her fligjh 
the countries, from the eastern depth, to 1 
dental shore ; and, in its riipid journey, m 
ful fancy lined out a numerous traia of Vi 
objects : so that now I had work enough 
for the residue of the night, in turning ov. 



toiling pi icJi. I thought that the fmml lo«fil 
a|iaee, and sent forth in numerable a tr i curj 

qii:irtcr of the gloho, m sueh a plenty il ihflli 

9P(1 itself abroad through everj u)rner i 1 ii (!, 

■ insomuch that every inhabitant was k n i mie 
' debauched with the polluting matter d illenien 
I in scariet and lace, and ladies idomed » iili ><jlTrr 

■ and gold hrocadeB, I hehi 1 1 ■'in yp<\ \ ' lilih. 
of the fountain. Fn i I the 
royal chair, down i i ill 
Were polluted, though i r ncd 
not the stain. M iii> ul il r I m r m 
one, composed a river of <i priidiaious lor p iiliiHi 
passed tliroiigh a spiciou* phiii ind inulliludei 
of people of holh 'etc, lugh nid low, rich nid 
poor, of all dcnoniinitioii* ind persi nsions, ^ oun^ 
anil old, I saw rolling lu the hlihiness oi ihe 
stream. Sonjo swimming, others w iding '.omo 
faster, oilier^ slower, down Uie noisome (haiincl. 
Some sipping, olheis Uppmg the loam of the un 
naturid billows but ill going along with the 
stream, which, I percened, disembogued itself on 
the other side of this world, m"a Uke iihich 
Vmrneth with fire and brimstone, wIkh ihe \n.rni 
tlieth not, and the hre is not quen bed 

In an other pla o I siw in inUuUi, in i il ir 1 1 
people, old and \oung, neli and p i< i '-omi d i k 
«d Willi ornamental Liiibroidene*, iiili briK ides, 
delightful damask>i, &.i. , olhers hiidly rovered 
with defonning rigs some wiih ihcir eouli(<(, 
landaus, &c.; attended nilh a nunurouH telitme 
somn on horseback iollow ms "v \i wV *>\ Vc-wi^f- , 
otiiers running on foot bwi iV\ ■(\)it=-\u\\»,^'^ *'-'™' 



ropted panmit arouiid the ring. Thoi 

in ooacne«9 charioti, and laiidauiy ym 

in the mad procession ; th6se who at^ 

tial horse, were next unto them ; tod 

sort, who tramped on iobt, hied aJEibfi 

they oonfd. Tnien I beheld the arc 

crowd, I ooaU not hdp admiring wha 

prize it min^t be, which prompted.tl 

wiUi theiity, and that eren within tl 

danger; till at length I espied what are 

calleid Uie pleasures of the flesh, traqsi 

immaterial butterflies, a cloud of whii 

uneren flight around the akoTC named 

danced as wantons within a Tery sn^)l 

the flnt rank of the pursuers ; and mas 

as straggling flies, mixed themseWes n 

nous ranks of the Aig-ead of the multftu 

the crowd, as I thought, were intent o; 

the giddjr ffie.. ereXping md erer d» 

Sometimes the pursuers got within ar 
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deavoUTS, I conceived to be jmpneticable : for id* 
though ihe butterflies always kept in view, ea 
Bublle were they, they never could be catiglit ; and 
yet GO alluring waa their tnazy dance, thai the mad 
pursuers, prompted with hope of attaining, could 
not be prevailed with to desert the chose, although 
at every turn, one or more^of the company fell in- 
to the pit from whence there is do redeiii|iiioTi. — 
But as ihe volcano in the centre rfceivfil those 
whose race was run, others from the outside joined 
thf ranks, and filled up the space of die persons 
lost. And thus it was at every turn ; for they 
were always drawing nearer and nearer to the pit, 
and thus they continued as long as I beheld them. 
In the tiiird place, I saw, in a spacious field, a 
prodigious number of people, moslly old, or mid- 
dle-aged, extremely busy, oni working upon their 
hands and knees, for whom I was touched with the 
tenderesl crnQtions of pity, looking upon them to 
be in a state of llie most abject slavery, but could 
not, for a time, comprehend the nature of their 
servitude, being altogether unaquainted with so 
strange a sort of labour. Their actions seemed 
much nj resemble those of a mole, for their hands 
and feet, and every other organ, were closely em- 
ployed ; but their heads, their plodding heads, 
were principally concerned in the work : and what 
before I look to be such servile drudgery, I soon 
Iciirned to be their chief, if not their only ^leasute, 
U ! with wliat alacrity A\i live^ ^<s^\- ■»"\'^?^ ^^ew 
■M(fs. mole-like, in the sm^, w^ q,-4r.*'v. ^"^ '■^^'^ 
li^i! but what it was, \ couVi ■^^^'^ '^'^ '^^'"^ !^ 
^Aend, till after lendine a 'Sio*«^ -b^nks^^ 
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iviaiiy ol tJiose diligent gei 
prostrate before the refulgent heaj 
dressed it : '* Gold ! adorable gold 
effect of mine own industry ! be tho 
ed safe in my possession ; and I d 
good, no other ^blessing, but thee ! 
increase upon me ! for thou answer 
and I can be happy only in the posse 
Avaunt, every pilfering rogue ! ye pc 
keep forever at a distance from my 
reap the reward of your slothfulne 
my gold \ continue to rest in these bl 
blessed only by thy presence ! Inst 
5ver here take up thy abode ; for I v 
Horning homage, and evening adora 
)aid to none but thee !" I saw, a 
ome of them rout a whole summc 
•rove very unsuccessful, finding fe\v 
lese shining particles of dust : other 
jccessful ; and, every time thev d 




long, and were very BucccsBfiil in thp vrmiiiig way, 
having heaped much of tlial precioii.-j ilii>i iiigetli- 
er; but to their laating mortification, mhiic ciiii' 
jiing neighbour, by a most masterly ; riilice, got 
beyond and robbed ihem of the adon'd mi-ial. — 
Others diligently routed both night iitnl lUx in the 
earth, and with the utmost care dispu-id uf liieir 
increase in Bome pUce of safety^ but in licepiie 
of :ill ihrir industry aud fare, they MX-i-e inorliiied 
to ihc hist degiTC, when they piTCcivcd ihcir own 
L'liildrcu, who pl^ijcd iJiout ihciv knees, and whom 
(hey loved above all things next to their gold, 
had l«c;i more (lesti.'i'ous i]i scattering the heaps 
ubruad, tliau tliey lliemselveB in colleeting tliem. 
T.iitcwise some were tlieri:, wbo by long and in- 
ces.'ant fatigue, had tlie plfasiire of gathering niuch 
(if this yellow ilust together ; but ere lliey were 
iiwarc, while slaudiug in an adoring poature before 
it, suddenly sunk into tlie earth, anii 1 saw ihem 
no more : but where tliey went to take their abode, 
I do imt at present determine ; only tiiis I saw, their 
imiuory was; siioii forgotten, and the next heir reap- 
ed the fi'tiii of ilieir industry. Olhcts there were 
wlio, willi indcfaliguble diligence, haj got iJmost 
cniiii^li iif (IiiiH brilUaiit dust; but ere the fool eon- 
sidcri'ii dial it was perishable, he had tlie unspeaka- 
ble grief of seeing it all swept away by some show- 
II, or burned by some flash of Ughlninp, sent on 
purpose by llic angry Heaveus : on wiiicji disaster 
^cinie of Iheui lieeaiiie quite liisconsolate, and went 
lumiruiiig evenlo the grave. Others, of more he- 
micJi forlitudc, having svis\a\tiei\ttS'ft,'\wtK\^vSw>^ 
ilapped down <m Ihcii Viaviia ^\i.\a\e*i*i «s&.'*i'=«^ 



.. wAucttT umRing, that a people 
Uing the mole in its dispositio 
might, with a good deal of propi 
Human Moles. 

But tired with beholding the } 
this grovelling society, I thought I 
to another domain, where I saw a 1 
top of which transcended the hoa 
aught I know, as far as they are hi 
earth ; perhaps many times as fax 
was built in a pyrimidical form, div 
variety of stories, with a kind of wi 
the out side, which led from one sto! 
and you must think that a very dan| 
teemed, seeing it had no battlements 
iscendants. On etery story were 
innacles, or small towers, beauti 
nth. garlands of flowei 
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reptre; aiid, in an inviting posture, she stood 
marble pedestal, with this alluring motto 
ill on her escutcheon : " The valiant hero who 
3ourage cnougli to climh up to me, shall en- 
le." what bustle was here among people 
ranks ! striving who could soonest ascend the 
)f the tower ; each striving to possess himself 
16 phict; oi' eminence, without considering the 
•s to which they were exposed by their aspi- 
! Oricii have I seen tlie contention of the 
lit never did I see such jockeying as was 
scarcely any thing but jostling and crossing 
y, was to be seen among them. AVhen one 
(•ended :i few steps above the vulgar level, 
icicMl himself secure of a place of eminence, 
r, prompted thereto by envy, or some other 
lie ociually vicious, came up to him, tripped 
heels, and precipitated him into the moat 
surrouudi d the tower; for it ought to be ob- 
th:it this tower was surrounded by a horri- 
Idlo, into which many of those who sought 
nd, wircj plunged with violence, before they 
henis(;lvcs to be in danger, either by jockey- 
iicir oj>ponents, or, even when seated upon 
ir-dcsired pinnacle, by some eddy gust burst- 
in the bosom of the tower, and precipitating 
)wer than tliey had been before. However, 
»w there were, who with indefatigable dili- 
atlained ahnost the top of tlie tower, and on 
lal point of the pinnacles they swaggered 
aving arms, and in a contemptuous manner, 
on the gazing crowd that stood below, ea- j 
02id measure to obtain a srovA^ ^l "^^xOsss^ 

a* 
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ulders they dimed to those seats ( 
trerthelessy so deeply infatuated wer 
od helow, that they not only wc 
.ndeur which they themselves ha 
tm, hut stretched their expectations 
.nation, of receiving some convinci 
3ir gratitude. But former depress 
*got, the worthy gentlemen dwelt in 
'mp, till, in an unhappy hour, a ! 
irst swiMy upon them, and fiirio 
em from their seats of honour. 
Some two or three ascended even 1 
3destal, where they sat, adorned w 
lathers, hut could hardly he seen of 
elow. One thing concerning ther 
ut think remarkable; sometimes t 
ke a lamlii ; then like a lion or bear 
J *-'*'*♦ ^iffh noon then 




ing raBJestic youth, in whose countenance was lo 
be seen wisdom and magnaniinity written in legi- 
ble characters ; and, with deportment altogether 
diSerent from those who sat near him, he looked 
down with an air of affection Upon all the ranka 
below him. 

Bui strange as it may aeem, this worthy per- 
sonage, notwithstanding his nie^ sndelcvaleil sta- 
tion, did not appear to be the ttbMt happy man in 
the world ; for it was not difficult lo see anxious 
cares, and perplexing fears, prawling as so many 
snakes, round the seat of majesty, I thought then 
that surely the higher a man is in station, he is 
the more emphatically wretched, unless he cau 
hug the servile chain like the mtitable sons of Pro- 
teus, or has learned lo live above the caprice of for- 
tune. I thought in my dream, that by what means 
soever any pinnacle threw its rider, or however 
dirty his fall might be, that no sooner was the 

-place proclaimed empty, than numbers strove who 
should first vault into it. Here I "aw a c rate 
aiming at a vicarage, a vicar at a b «hopr k a d a 
bishop striving for an archiepiscopal see Here I 
saw a valet aspiring to the fine ge tlen an a biro- 
net aiming at an earldom, and a co ntr> squ re 
coveting the direction of the natio Here I saw 
also a private sentinel aiming at a halberl a halb 
dier at a captain's place, a captain etr estly s ng 
for a regiment, and Prude, my la Ij s wo nan af 
fecting Uie name of madam. For my own part 
when I saw liie follies of marnVmi Vitixi^&wivN-^ 
wishing that they were agavu \)\e.^«feft- '""■'-■^ ** 

■'gin ase of their reasons. 



iicncr variety of port'cct colours i 
cate pencil of ApcUes left on tht 
I walked along, . admiring its I 
with the fragrancy of the full-blo\ 
as oriental gems, richly decoraU 
plain. Here I beheld the glory c 
ator, sparkling in every verdant p 
the spreading lawn, in such a ma 
could not satisfy the eye. Nor 
ear less delighted with the tuneful 
ly lark, as ascending she sung moi 
her almighty Preserver. Like ma 
equally fired with a sense of grati 
bird and thrush, emulous of son 
flowing harmony abroad through tf 
as if scorning to be outdone in pra 
mon Parent. Pleased to see the 
join in concert wWi^ +1,^ ^ -^ 
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! they all were made for thine enjoympnt ! 
1 are thiae invalued pwvileges, joined wiili an 

enduring Existence, and a capacity filled for 
poaaeasing of an Infinite Good !" 
Iieae are blessings peculiar to the stele of fa- 
■ed man, and for which only deprared man is 
ble of being unthankful. Bui ! let humani- 
lush at the awM consideration ; uotwithsiaml- 
ill our eajoymenW, we, only we men, are idle 
n iiiiinTsal nylupe jnins in general concen to 
k ihe greal Creator's praise ! Ungrateful man ! 

llie sun, the moon, and stars, with all the 
i of heaven, unceasing move in general eon- 
, and harmoniously show forth the praises of 
! Must the fowls of the air, the beasts of 
ielil, and all the inlialjilants of the waters, be 
erncd in the enehantnient of his manifest glo- 

and thou, above all others, most beloved and 

indulged, alone remain dumb in the genera] 
ert; worse than dumb, even refractory ! The 
:■, that now glories to prance under thy weight, 
ine, which bleeds to satiate thine inlemper- 
, the people of the feathered nation, whose 

carcases must now indulge ihy gluttony, 
one day severally appear as the swiftest wit- 
?s against tlice. Thou ingraleful abusers of 
/ blessings ! what will become of thee when 
(oul is d(;manded ? How wilt thou stand be- 
an iiifiiiitely holy God? Dreadful thine ac- ^ 
t '. for God is just, as \vc\\^s'oi'm;^c^'«^. 
luni^ln in my t\reavn, Vhai. as\ -w-^^ '^■** "^^ 
in^. I was greallv SMt^iVvsei, ^-^^ ^'^''"^^^■aKS^ 
er Death enter ihc Eie\i, *«(>^^ "*■ ^-^.^t^ 
SHJ had made in Us teTi<^ea. ViR ^"^^ 



3cl tlie irresistible scythe ; tlie mattock and 
wrought in a field of corruption, with the r 
jlance oi* empty shades frisking over it, ws 
skeleton's Hag. Close behind him, almost 
[n<r on his heels, followed a lean ill-looking f 
with extended jaws; at the sight of which 
alood cliilied in my veins, and my flesh shr 
3il Avith perfect aversion. Nor was this av( 
peculiar to me, for I perceived that all Nature i 
Dd to fly fom its presence; and, indeed, 
might Nature tremble at tlie thoughts of i 
"ounter, for the same hunger-bitten follow 
Dr.A'ni cast a languishing look on every o 
And yawned with desire to devour it. 

ml 

I thouixlit that Death was no sooner er 
the field, than this meagre and greedy atte 
addressed himself to him, in a craving irn 
rrvinir **(Iive ! irive !" on which the cruel skt 
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■«titer made no diHlinelion between liii-i 
■\n led with as much delight on the ilivli 
;ai- aa on that of priiiceu and uohles : iL 
Ed beauty, and the youthful hero, iiii 
greater relish to the hungry giave, than tn 
anill jdj, or rustic s'w am old and } i ii 
■lis. ^aA unBcendy, rich and poorj nol li 
lie, were coofueedlj jumbled together ii 
libit entails 

kt .iin -null di=nn (. from llijs l,i 
.11- MU>«u! II ll.»|ii.'lil p.i-Mi J 
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moment of its being. Then I thought 
ing, Death and Hell are never satisfi< 
I stood a considerable time, admiring 
ness of the scene, and soon I discoverec 
more; for Death metamorphosed hii 
dragon of an enormous size, and appr< 
the place where I had taken my stan< 
servation. Fearful lest I should be 1 
which he aimed, I began to think of 
resistance, as I could not reconcile m 
thoughts of the grave ; nor was I cert 
time, that I should escape hell, if he 
Up he came within a very small dist 
which greatly roused my apprehension; 
but to iny unspeakable joy, he tume 
left, followed by his dreadful retinue ; 
ing my eye to that side of the field, I s 
ered the prey at which he aimed. I 
lady, in all the grandeur of life, deck( 
richest silks, adorned with gold, pea: 
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^h, 1)111 maintained llicir jollity with as much 
hi as il'])i:ATH had never hccnhorn. Touch- 
iih pity, 1 waved my hand to awake their at- 
m, and entreated them to beware of yonder 
m ; but at that instant I beheld a god, who is 

bo president over this world, raise a dust, 
pread a mist before their eyes, so tliat they 

not discern tlic parts of the destroyer, tliere- 
biT rejected my admonitions, scorned my fa- 
and bid nw begone for a prating fool. JJut, 

1 their iniinent danger, and moved witJi 
rn for tiicm, I disregarded their clamorous 
les, hardcmed my countenance against shame 
lied up my voice higher and higher, using 
arguments to persuade them that "the nion- 
'KATH was even then at hand, to devour one 
re of them, but all in vain ! for they would 
?. none of my admonitions, and mocked at 
alous concern. At last, unhappy moment ! 
(^xorablt^ Tyrant came up with them, and 
jrkcd talons seized my lady in the midst of 
'ularitv. But O how would it have shock- 
I, to SCO the <ronsternation she was in, when 
•St perceived herself envenomed by his poi- 

I stini; ! Convinced that her time in this 
was just at an end, and to the last degree 
ing to venture into a new state of existence, 
<*h unknown to the best of men, and tlie 
)f those who are ignorant of God, what 
she not have given for a short reprieve ! 
did criminal at the bar endure such horrour 
the awful judge denounced the tremendous 
r, ni^ this wreXcheA laAy fe\\, otv \\vfc ^Ss«ftk 
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would Have given up the beloved plcasu: 
plays, operas, and dancing assemblies. But. 
no bribe, nor promises of future amendment, 
turn aside tbe resistless arrow, or procure the 
gay delinquent the shortest respite. 

SI 10 implored the aid of her skilful phys 
attended by the faithful apothecary ; yea, a ^ 
troop of the faculty were summoned to exc 
all their wisdom, by any means to resist the 
city of the inexorable Tyrant ; but all in vain 
sad experience proved, that no medicine, hew 
skilfully prepared, is a sufficient antidote ag 

he poison of Death's cankered sting ; then 

he lady, however reluctant, was forced to su 

the Monarch of terrours. 
Lest the length of my dream should render i 

ious to my readers, if told at once, I shall di 
into several parts, and shall stop here for 

rst time. 



PART n. 

"Having had a fo!l view of all ihai jiiiriseil lie- 
(weeh PSATH uid the Isdy, I cojild iioUiiiininrre- 

are en^Vn^iffifvlpirll^PimoV, exposed to 
1 lr:.vTH ; and yet live altogether strangers to a cej- 
l;uii and ap pro aiOiiug eternity. It is awful, indeed, 
to banish the thoughts of futurity from the mind, 
and assiduously bury every serious reflection in the 
moat of sensuality ; to rush from one ptoiane de- 
light to another, til! unwelcome Death puts an 
end to our career, and serves us as he did the un- 
happy lady: O what profit is there, said I, in 
separating less or more time, every day, for inti- 
mate fellowship wLtli Death '. In all probability, 
wlien grace is given so to do, our conflict with 
that merciless Tyrant is far from being so terribly 
dreadful. It is true, I profess but a very small ac- 
quaintance with men and things, yet I cannot but 
conjecture, tliat one reason why this lady and her 
ariquaintauee so utterly detested discourses con- 
cerning Death, might be, because such discourses 
tiaturally tend to strip the pleasures of the flesh of 
all their imaginary channs. Then, said I again, 
O blessed, discrimmately blessed of the Lord, are 
they, whose exalted pWavire^ fMn;iiw\'»."«;'^'^'«' 
most intimate acquainUinGe ^fti "i^io-*^"-"^ '^"''^ 
Oeatii! They, and on\^ Wve^,^^-^^^^ "^"^'^^ 
srs with (hat formidaUe ei\«;Wj 1 ^^'^ ^^ 
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elf from tlie appearance of a dragon into th 
less of a grave and not uncomely pers 
lolhed in a long flowing white robe, whi( 
il his native deformities. Thus equipped, 
ectcd his course towards me, which once 
)ut mc into a panick, lesf I should be the d< 
)rey, notwithstanding he was- not now so 1 
is before ; but as the all-directing Power oi 
t, he passed by me, his rout now lying 
nght. My attention being wholly engros 
the acliievements of that terrible hero, I tun 
eye after hira, and at no great distance be 
man of a middle age, and an upright mien, tc 
he marched with all possible speed. No 
was this good man apprised of his approac 
with a becoming serenity of countenance 1: 
forth to meet him, and thus addressed him : 
:.. *i — k^/^ocnf^ nf flifi Lord, for I lonff to 
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Ihaiiks, be to God, who hath given me, even me, 
the victory through my Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ! 

Is this Death ? said I : Death, who of late 
was so cruel, when he had to deal with a person 
of a different turn of mind. Call him no more 
the Monarch of terrours ! Yes, I will still give 
him that name, for it is essential to his very na- 
ture. If at any timfe, to any one he be propitious 
and gentle, impute it not to any compassion in 
him, but to the blood, the precious, the atoning 
fiood of the Redeemer : that blood, whose attrac- 
tiye virtue has drawn the poison, even from the 
King of Terrours ; malignant to all, save those 
whose hearts and consciences by the divine Spirit 
are sprinkled therewith. 

However, I could not help thinking, that there 
was something in the case of this good man, as 
remarkably to \ie desired, as that of the lady was 
dreadM ; and I could then say, with Balaam, (I 
trust from a better spirit,) "Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and my latter end be like his." 

Death, having released from the clayey taber- 
nacle the waiting spirit of this sanctified disciple, 
changed himself a second time into the appearance 
of a dragon, whetted his sting, and put on all his 
formidable terrours ; in which equipment he bent 
his course towards a magnificent palace, which 
stood at some distance on a delightful plain. — 
With timorous heart and c'Mei\i\.«Me^^A'^^'^^'^^ 
IS near as I might m\Yv aiaieN:^ , ^^ ^\}«:^nj^^ 
vatched, to see what live xvcxX c^^eNiNNSs^ ^:^ 
^' At this time iheie \v«^^^xv^«^^»'^'^ 
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„,ouMUC»H --""V J^^"P^ed ^vith jovid 
..W.;u<«r. "'^'"llyPaire invisible Di 
"'••••'^•"SrS^Sd'rhastlyup 

■""""^- t « enemy's approach 
»>,..»rl.. ol »*•" \>» 'f '^^ to preven 

»r '" r«mW t,3 'hat Dkaxh, 
;*'^'"'Tw^ m ».lcth the contents 
'"' '*' It vliivh he never appea 
^"'"'^•'''r:t Sc8italong^^'ith 
''••'""'■''■• SScrseiieth any V 
'•'''''«"'"{ irof abode are .p 

"••""'" T-Tm to no mistake, 
"''''■•^'*'•Th fLcaseofthet^v. 

, .^ .; « om I heard cryrn^ 



Bhould give occGsion to people of aceiis-riiiinis spir- 
it to diarge file with oversleepiiig my liiiif; bul 
what 1 saWjfilbime with uncominoii lOjid-Tii for 
Iny feilow-creatilres who were under lln- arrust of 
Death before they were' aware ; huri-ifii rnuii the 
Bt;ige of action, before they well knew iIh uistlves 
to be mortai. Grieved lo see the thou^'lidt'ss stu- 
pidity of blinded raorhafl, and the iiiirpiiir(l<:(l hav- 
ocli made of ihem by merriless Dealii. 1 ciieil out, 
in bitterness of soul, " that they were wise, 
and understood Uiis ! Ibat they would consider 
their latter end!" 

As I was thus breatliing forth desires after the' 
happiness of my iConlemporaries, a venerable per- 
ionage approached, and accosted me thus: "Young 
nan, I perceive that the visible destruction brought 
ipon mankind, hath filled your heart with honest 
■oucem ; you mourn to them, but they will not 
ajiienl; you pipe unto them but they will not 
lance; rather for your pains they will fan gh you 
o scorn, and bail you under the ridiculous name 
if Fanalick. Mankind, prone to sensual pleasures, 
ind enslaved to fleshly lusts, will not, cannot bear 
('our serious Ladraonitious: but if you please to go 
ilong with me, I will show you somewhat of the 
'arions forms of death, as it is met with by saints 
nd sinners ; which discovery, if attended with riie 
livine blessing, may be of great advantage to you 
II the days of your life." 

Being naturally of an TOqviw'vtv^ft'wiwi^A'^'^^^, 
nbraced the oiTered fa^ouT, p*\fcS.v&T ^"^V^^ 
^genlleman, and pleased Wj*e\^'«^'*^'r^/^-V. 
'^eing much of the monaWiT^'^*"^"*'' 



, ..«« a\t luueiy sen 
less Tyrant. The lady, said he, 
inquire, was named Teresa, the ( 
a wealthy gentleman and lady i 
hood. She was blessed with a p 
elegant and pleasing; her counte 
the most agreeable soilness, and i 
even vied with the feathers of the 
ness; her shape was faultless in 
most discerning, in every part fi 
most perfect symmetry. 

Thus accomplished, she was t 
cradle, to value herself upon her b 
tility; and her fond and foolish j 
her vanity by all that their dotage » 
no care nor expense was though 
render her education perfectly polil 
the graces of her frame to the best 

littlP rwi* •»- - 
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ire we leave her in a stale forever unalterable, 
go over to yonder building, to sec what may 
earned there. 

'his said, he conducted me through the spa- 
s meadow, towards a magnificent building of 
most curious arcliitectiire, erected on four rows 
}lunins, partly of the Corinlhean, and partly 
le Ionic order, in one corner of the enamelled 
i; wliich place we entered without formality, 
iriiidc leading the way. He was now pleased 
ke me by tlie hand, and lead me into a diani- 
whcre were several persons of both sexes, at- 
:ng a sick man who lay in dreadful distress 
bed of sorrow : he was, to all appearance, 
near the expiring moment : every one wait- 
r the last convulsive throe. My guide hav- 
by some wisdom peculiar to himself, render- 
both invisible, unpcrccived either by him or 
Ltendants, we went up close; to his bedside, 
'.artcd; h(^ stared; and his eyes rolled most 
fully in his head, as if they had followed 
terribU; ap])arition, suddenly traversing the 
: then hr. was seized with convulsive ago- 
which distorted every one of his feeble or- 
\n lliis strange confusion of mind and aw- 
stress of body, he vehemently struck witli 
liauds and feet, as if environed with deadly 
ies, from wliom he desired an asylum of safe- 
id with an eye sanguine beyond conception, 
kod on ihohv. who aUetvAe^ ^\.\C\^\s^.\i\^R:> 
' would have said, '^O VWX ^oxi c,w\^V^^ 
V in my last cVi(ftc\i\ues\ Xvi N^vstvi ^"^^ 
ions and assistants oi my torssssst ^^^«^^^ ^ 




breast, before 1 haa oeguu i^^ .... 
I tbougbt in my dream that a neij 
ister came in, with a design to as 
man in his last extremity: he p 
would have conversed witli him, bu 
pose, for the distressed delinqueni 
growing anguish, and could not cn( 
prayers or conversation. The moi 
procured what assistance could b( 
faculty, by all possible means to ) 
cess of the ghostly destroyer : bu 
ease was beyond the power of phyj 
His trembling heart beat thick w 
found not room sufficient for fair p' 
chest, while the rank venom of t 
shot tlirough his bowels like a bui 
drank up the streams of life : yet, 
^'« i-pliftf. thev poured the physiclt 
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loods of teirs; while mad with .despair, lio tiigS 
;agerly for life, aud iii dying' m^e pliinliis what 
toineB next lo hand. mj' bouP. surf ii is a boI- 
■ina tiling lo dip! and treipendous ! lo iln- iii des- 
>aiT, liow dteadfiil! Even his little cliikliTn for- 
rot lo play, and learned to be seriims. In a 
ihaTuW adjtieeat to ^ut of their dvni(; lather, 

'cnt Hi 'n SmmtRmroWB . 1 could iml stand 
he moumfiil sight, withnm minjiHiii,' my Icara 
viih theirs. My guide, perceiving the iniiiressioii 
yhich the affecting scene had made upon me, re- 
mked qie with a want of resolution, in being ea 
lepressed before one half of the sc^e was unfol- 
ied ; and I, sensible of my def»ct, submissively 
r'ieldedito the reproof of my wise superiour. I 
bought, that, pleased with my submission, he 
)pened a box of invaluable ointment, and there- 
with anointed my eyes, whereby they w*te so 
■nuch strengthened, that I could readily see things 
which in themselves are altogether invisible to the 
inassisted natural eye. Then it was I soon per- 
ceived that those convulsive pangs, distorted fea- 
tures, rolling eyes, wild and distracted looks, &c, 
were not merely the effects of nature struggling 
with the growing disease, bnt proceeded mostly 
From a mental cause. A fearfiil avenue was open- 
ed before him, leading into a dreadful eternity ! at 
the not-far-distant end of which avenue, he beheld 
the tremendous reward of !i\\ \i\s \i'^^wSivw'ws.^. 
■his. this it was which caiisei 6-a*v \.'«va.-*«!N«« 
1 his dwiracted mind ■, xhia \V "w^a ■w'kJ^.^ 
eath so terribly dvead(a\ to\v\mv w& «>■* 



blc :i prospt'cl hcfori* lior, sJirui 
l(»\V(*sl cjivorns nf Uio lHnirt,as it 
sell' frtiin tlicr n^scMrchos «!' l)(Mit 
approai^hiiiir to dislodirc lior, :iiu 
shocked JNiituir, to rep("l the p 
dcst rover. lint soon, vcrv so( 
tnre. Iiavinu exlianstiul \wr stron 
helpless inaeliviiy; then the iVi^ 
inir herseir ileserted hv her w 
hair pnrsiiadod \o yield th(! di 
(piitted her intcriour lurkin«r-|)lac 
she passed thronifh the lanes o 
the pale quivcrinir lips, where s 
at the direlid event. I thoui^ht 
priety of those verses of the cele 

"Death ! 'tis a melancholy < 




fled, resumed her poaBession of the iiiti'riouT re- 
gions, roused up the residue of Naliiri', tU'i\ lu ev- 
ery avenue, and wildly shrieked for tiil;i: Inil all 
in vaiu her unequal resistance, for DiMih, likea 
staunch murderer, stood firm lo hia piirpti&e, and 
closely pursued her through all the iiiiies of life, 
till iie drove her out of the confines of iTiortdily : 
at lost the fatal moment came, vsnquishud Nature 
laid down her arms, the weary heari forbode 
to iliroli, imd Duath disphiyed the trophies of vie- 
tory all around ! 

Ucath having broke through all the redoubts of 
desolated Nature, the dismayed ghost, now forced 
fortli from her wonted dwelling, remiuncd in a de- 
fenpelesa condition, exposed to the iiisulis of mer- 
ciless fiends, destitute of an asylum, lluhappy 
spectre ! as soon as she arrived at the pale portal 
of tJie lifeless lips, she began to seek for a place 
of refuge: she looked up towaitls heaven, but 
dreadful was tlie prospect, for she beheld an incen- 
sed God loosing his engines, and beginning to play 
his flaming indignation upon her! To shun this 
inevitable evil, she looked downward, bul equally 
terrible was her prospect tliere: with consummate 
horrour she beheld the yawning jaws of intolerable 
hell extended wide to receive her! There being 
now no flying from the environing evils, the swift 
messenger of destruction seized, shouldered, and 
bore her away to appear before the judgment-scat 
of injured and incensed jiistice, where she receives 
the fearful, the irrevocabVe Be\\\ftt\':.t, '■'■Vi'^ys^ 
'ront me, thou cursed, into e'je.Aaa.'ii'R?, ^■?'^^ "^^^ 
arerf for the devil and Ilia aug6\fiV' "^'^'^ '^^ ■ '^ 



1. thought in my dream, that 
almost dead with surprise and f< 
olent guide imparted to me a coi 
infinitely more valuable than all 
Indies, by which I was much r 
some time I addressed him thus 

Oh ! Sir, what have I heard ! 
Surely this man must have been 
pusly wicked, and uncommon sii 
his latter end so terrible. 

To which the venerable g< 
You may be assured, young ma 
judgments are just, and that he 
righteousness ; and if this man 1 
ner, his final sentence had not 
have seen and heard. That he ' 
is certain ; but that he was grei 
will not affirm : as iherp ir tnn r 



>'"lio»,„? """"mmanvn,' ■ "= l« 

mrrl "" i" "le ch "^ »«M-lin,„ 
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th many symptoms oi uuiujuav... . 
jch that he thought himself on the ver 
3rnity. The dbreadful apprehension 
oaching DiIath impressed his mind ^ 
>rrow for sin, and gave birth to some ho 
ally with the less intelligent of the g 
le work might be real and saving, anc 
Miction might prove a sanctified mea 
onversion. Bnt, alas ! my friend, all t 
rere blasted ere they well began to bio 
is his disease abated of its violence, his c 
ibated proportionally, till quite recovers 
3odily complaint, and then he was likei 
ed from the fever in his consciaice. 

There is an old saying, *' Affl^ptioni 
to make a man either better or' Vbrsc 
verified in this unhappy person ; (or 1 
J-->" ;« wickedness to Aat degree, tha 
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Xtl liliiB mail uiiucii tikK/ iiaiiiK, ckit\A vi« 

er, to the dust, in a sure and certaii 
sed resurrection with the just, not 
is forever separated from them ; ai 
you, that such are the ecclesiastica 
of some nations, that was not the i 
bury him, it might cost him no lesi 
tion from his sacred office.* 

*1 have often thought it a rerr great bardi 
tioua ministera of the church of England, t' 
burying of the dead, they are tied to use i\ 
over ihe greatest of saints and the vilest of s 
be a heavy burden to an honest, intelligent o 
admirably adapted to tb« buvial of a saint , 
degree i)reposterously false and absurd, wlie 
ment of a wicked man, who dies impenitent 

<* For as mucli as it hath plcMed Almight 
mercy to take unto himself the soul of our 
departed. '* — This is true of the departed shI 
propriety can it be said of a wicked man, thi 



■1 fori have soinewl 
ncked have no bonds in iheii li 
not troubled as other men. To wh;i 
id. Yes, youiift man, you have so rcH- 
e read your Uiblci; but you must ki; 
>r Cniituiniicio was tiioroughly awake: 
Bv of his wrath, on arFount of his sii 
7 appeared to him worse than so many 
sia, or hideous spectree, whii'h made h 
saw, so terribly alarmed when the invi 
!tou approached, and presenled the pu 
^Dveaomed sh^ft. A world, lea. iboi 
Is, would he have given, could he for i 
'vxa told how to evade the fatal tlinlEt. 
-oke not to be evaded, he was obliged ti 
but, oh '. may you never know such » 



in una uiiiiapp^ iiiokixM ukk-vA Aw» <«.w 

tio, I am of opinion, that she wi 
this awful providence while she h 
ued in being. Believe me, Jeho' 
in the deep waters, and by far moi 
the paths of the whirlwind. The 
reign Householder, hath an indis 
he sees meet, to burn his woode: 
with their ashes he may brighter 
gold and silver. Now you have 
and his end ; come along with n 
scene shall be unfolded. 
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I thought in my dream, tiint afcordiii 
actions, I followed my guide tlirougli t 
igs in this stately mansion, till we ur 
pariincnt, where wag an old genllemai 
Juch, dictating to an attorney, who k: 
'riting hifi lasi will and t&slament. t 
^ed, and delivered the deed ; and then 
■eaiest vivacity proceeded to relate tin 
rtuea of his life, eeemijigly extremely 
'th the TBcapitulatios. 
He willed his children to follow his c: 
I the better to encourage thera to such a 
1, he told them, that it was bnt a smal 
ley, which he and their mother poS£ 
first entrance on the mamage-atate ; s 
heir diligence and frUL-sl I'" '' 



gry with that wicked practice in othen 
was drunk, but always detested that I 
wasteful sin ; nor, as I remember, did I 
lie ; but have always minded my duty t 
tended at church and sacrament duty ; : 
I sinned at any time, I was careful to 
mercy, was sorry for it, and confesse 
who is merciful, and will, I hope, pardo 
ties to which we are all subject. If at i 
sinned, it was not with a wicked dee 
thank God, I have always had a good 
meant well in what I did ; and it were ] 
to disbelieve in the mercy of God. I 
seeing I have always believed in Christ, 
gent in providing for my family, hay< 
husbanded what I got by my business 
been mindful of my duty to God, I havt 

rff!)Ron tn ffinr hut it xvi}\ ViP -wfAl witl 



npinion, b^ overhearing the tiideet son, »lien tlio 
father said," In all probability, I cannot rpcover," 
lo whisper aecfeily to himueU', " I hope you can- 
not :" and when the old man said he hud settled 
every thing to his children's satisfaction, the son 
wliiapered again, "Ay, if you would iimke-qukk 
work of dying !" I then thought how iuoiish it 
is in those parents who snatch at every opportunity 
of atnaesing wealth ibr, their children, seeing that 
tlirmljy they arc so far from gaining their love anil 
eatceni, tliat they become impatient for tiicir death, 
in order to be possessed of iheir substance. 

lu the mean-while, ihc visitants of the olil gen- 
tleman comforled him against the fear of death, 
by putting him often in mind of his life so well 
K|iont ; wliich will, said^they, no doubt, make you 
a happy man, as soon as you are delivered from 
this afflicted body. 

Notwiihslatidiiigl was greatly surprised at the 
ingratitude of young Phylargynis, in wishing the 
death of Ilia father, I could not lielp l)eing well 
pleased with the disposition of the old gentleman's 
affairs ; and turning to my guide, willi satisfaction 
visible on my countenance, 1 said: 

Ah, sir! what a happiness is it to be rich in 
good works ! witji what pleasure may this man 
die, when he looks back, and lakes a view of a 
life spent to such great advantage ! How vast is 
the (liffcrence between litis and the other man's 
estate! CnnUiraacio went distracteil to hell; btit 
Avara will, doubtless, go ^o^^vWj \a\«SL'i'CTv'Ci>e. 
lexi moment after his ilisstAvHww. _ , 

To which my guide revVw\,\ SGe,"?kW^N.«--'i 



whichryou so mucli acunire. 

By this time, I thought that old Ava 
apace, and ever-watchful Death, who 
his bed, imposed a fatal weight on hi 
heart ; a dark mist beclouded his hea\ 
a cold dew rested clammy on his forel 
every pulse was expected to lieat a i 
there yet remained a few sands in th« 
of his glass, he recovered a little, and, 
time he said : I thought I should ha^ 
more, but I have yet time to bid y< 
farewell, my dear chilnren I I must j 
of nature ; but my peace is made wit' 
die comfortable'. This said, his h 
his eyes became fixed, and all the 
immediate death were upon him. 

It was now that my venerable gu: 
— :-^ «roii wbo were in the chambei 
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will easily believe, that I now Itegan to 
iiy opinion of Avaro, having seen who 
s silent attendants. The moinent of scpa- 
:)ino, the beu^iiled soul took ai land fare- 
ic body, and came forth firora the.interiour 
smiling with hopes of the divine reward; 
-non as she ascended to the lifeless lips, 
cd around to espy her tutelar angel ; but 
was her astonishment, when she perceiv- 
UTC was no guardian near, to bear her 

I s:\ftty, but a train of relentless furies, 

1) carry her to their dark abode ! With 

Trour she turned about, and stlK)ve to re- 

lorinor possessions ; but now, alas ! the 

iiortality were shut, and the body refused 
its former tenant. The. sly seducers, as 
nuMciless timers, leaped upon and seized 
' midst of her horrour and distraction. O 
t can cDnccive, what pen can describe, 
y distraction of the dismayed spectre, 

louiul herself shackled by those cruel 
s ! A faint description thereof would 
stoutest heart to tremble, and the ruddi- 
•nancc to ^^ailier blackness. The sly se- 
ho attended him incognito, during life, 

(fuict as possible till the deceived ghost 
' (lislodircid, and then they assumed the 

II lis infernal forms and tyranny ; seized 
md horo her away, notwithstanding she 
cir fury with inexipie^^Mfe ^\x>\^^c&, Q 

ow dreadful must t\ve (Sas^y^^'^^^^^'^^^^ 
J ni death, ^vKo ii\\v\a\\fe^:vKve.'lfc^^^:^- 
laieiit hope ot «. Yv^^wtvXft^ ^s^^^^"^^ 
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fable joys of the righteous «it aeaui, iw is 
tately plunged into the gulf of never-em 

guish ! 

It was now Ibegan to unSiurstand the 
of such sayings as these: *' The hope of 
ocrite shall perish : they look for peace 
hold evil cometh,*' &c. 

Astonished at the event, I turned hasti 
guide, and asked him how it came to pae 
man of so many good works, should at 
come a pray to devouring flames. Sir, sa 
is it ? Can it possibly be consistent with 1 
ness and equity of God ? To which, tfii 
gentleman meekly replied : 

I tell you, Novitio, you must not, fi 
you have seen, infer that the ways of the 
unequal, and that he disposeth of his 
uniustly. For all the good works of whi 
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a Inmg iaith m Chnat jnA a pnncipl'- of loie to 
(. o(] He had indeed some slight acquainUnce 
w ith tJie external forma of reUgion, but was whol 
U a stranger lo ita heart cleausuig and wprld ovcr- 
coining power , but however clean he had made 
tJie outaide of ihe pup and platter, hein<; inwardly 
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Ill ol the pure ain\ spHiVusi \wi *:>'^ *^°^ '^ 
t^xpccted to be rewavi\eOi ?ot We ^vV^^^^^ 



j.j.a«AA»^.^ 



be caiieQ tneir owu, auu wuu, w 
Jiient for their having witliheld more than i 
bequeath sums of money for the use of 
edifices at their death. Strange infatuat 
think the defrauding of the legal heir can b< 
table to the infinitely holy God ; or in ai 
stamp a reputation upon the character of 
While Avaro lived, there was none in the 
bourhood more successful than him ; but 1 
he succeeded in his former enterprises, h( 
fully disappointed in death ; for now the 
cast, his loss is irrecoverable, and his af 
are beyond a remedy ! Believe me, youn 
continued Veratio, all disappointments, los 
crosses, which can possibly happen in life, 
finitely rather to be chosen, than that w] 
successful Pharisee meets with at his deatl 
I was exceedingly shocked at the fearfu 



i:r. u.,4. 



B away to a ihird i 
yfabrict where another distrc> 
infolded. The unhappy Seeunis 
id oC about twenty-one years of age, 
ssessor Uere ; Tiut his term, alas I ap 
near an end, being almost spent in a r 
•n : yel, unhappy youth, he could ni, 
told that he was a dying man. His 
1 ftienda did what they could to prci 
'ing any thou^ls of Death and a futu 
basely and sinfully flattering him will 
ecovery, notwitliHlanding they evidenlJ 
without a miracle being wrought, hii 
inevitable, 

ne told him, that she knew a certain 
had been as bad, if not worse, than ! 
tlien ; but was now happily Tccnv' 



k\^««MJiA> «*J»*%^%^W*«^«« tt^a^v* -v - * 



Miserable relations ! Unprofitable and 

friends, whose very friendship is the ir 

rous cruelty ! Is it not enough that he 

a life of unremitted rebellion against 

you must study to get him out of the 

sensible of it? Wretched ministers of 

fort, are ye all I O my God, let me evi 

served from the fatal influence of soothin] 

This said, my guide addressed me in the 

manner: This is young Securus, a tl 

youth, accustomed to put the evil, day 

him, minding only the present time; foi 

pencd, as sometimes it did, that the th 

Death encroached on his mind, he lulle( 

science to quietness, by promising to rep 

sins, and amend his ways hereafter, whc 

old, and had enjoyed the pleasures of ] 
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^^M » txMAJku. ovaiiu. HI iiiu tjuiraiice oi 
there concert, the schemes of ear 
Having his feet on the threshold 
perdition, can he yet helieve himscl 
security and rest? Who could • 
without pcular demonstration, that 
overspreads the mind of a rational b< 
cause him to look on his body as 
when in the chilling embraces of des 
But so it is, through thy prevalen 
loathsome of every nature ! By tl 
overwhelms the human race, thou f< 
innumerable evils ! O let me fore 
discriminating grace of the great 1 
who, by the special influences of tli 
it, hath realized sin to mc in all its h 
ties and dreadful consequences ; hs 
once stupified and bcnumed consciei 
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■deparled this life ; and said, thoughtless he lived, 
and thoughtless lie died ; but now he is thought- 
ful enough ! Believe me, Novitio, he hath alrea- 
dy thought more of hell, sin, and rebellion, than 
ever he did in all his life. Look you, Novitio, to 
yonder dark lake of fire and brimstone, where he 
is already plunged, undergoing the unknown tor- 
tures of the second death. And now he hath a 
never-ending eternity before him to think of what 
is past, and what is future. Unhappy is he wJio 
is thoughtless in life, and unprovided for in death, 
like the wretched Securus ! A potnj)ou8 fiuieral 
is, indeed, designed him ; but, alas ! what pleasure 
( can lifeless clay or a tormented ghost take in fimer- 
al pomp, or the crocodile tears of the mercenary 
mourner ? But let us leave his relicks to endure 
that honour designed to be imposed upon them, 
and let you and I see what farther discoveries we 
can make. 

O, Sir, said I, what dreadful scenes you nnfold ! 
Is this, Veratio, the portraiture of unmasked death ? 
Do all my fellow-creatures die thus miserable ? 
And is there no such thing as comfortable Death 
to be seen ? O, Sir, my very flesh shudders at 
these awful discoveries. 

My guide replied : Know, young man, that sor- 
row is antecedent to joy,^rief before consolation, 
darkness before light, and humility before honour. 
Shrink not back, when the cup of bitterness kiss- 
eth your lips, se(.'ing it is pte^wx^Uvii to the cutj of 
salvation. But if Novilio \.xcw\\A!?a \ft 'Wi.^ "^^^ 
lorriblc appearances of De;j.l\v, OT^:^ ^>2^ ^"^^ 
^T must feel who cudute lYvem\ Uorw^'^^'^ ^^^ 



with their latter end. In the meanwb 
teqd the disconsolate Lctitia, in her d 
nies. 

This said, he led me away to a magi 
ment, decorated with all the product] 
In this apartment, brilliant as it was, 
dy whom all The riches of the East cc 
happy ; she lay on a bed of down, sui 
han^ngs of damask, it is. true, but f( 
rest than if she had lain on a flinty n 
under the power of an inveterate ma^ 
been so for several years ; but greatly 
iinU^t)y murmuring at, and repining 
flictive dispensation. She seemed 
ajMj^t thirty-five years of age, and Y 
Sewd of a goodly measure of extern 
fore it was blasted by this inveterate 



^.uu>iiua> ancricith I 
S'of life. You may ii 
', for you have all Ihe genlucl ujii 
to yourselves. As for me, I know mil !■ 
have commiueJ more than otliera. tli 
Sm! iiiipriaoLiKcl in lliia aDlitary place, In 
uch ruckiiig pains as I do. I hear of m; 
lave lived far more liberal llian ever I i 
ill continue to enjoy all the pleasures wli 
town or r^unlry can aflbril ; but I mnat 
I Uiia irksome bed, and nobody knows wli 
be able to go abroad, bo much as to take 
or to see one friend or another. I empl 
t physiciim in the eountry ; nut how it is, 
ot, he can cure others, but all hii prracri 
em to lie lost on me." > 

s thus she cntertidned her frienda.Mi"d thi 
lered herself disagreeable to -"■•^'■" ; 



Holy Ghost, no regard would be paid a 
tribunal to her elevated station in life 
those in every nacion who fear God, 
righteousness, shall be saved ; for the J 
said he, is no respecter of persons. 

By this -seasonable advice and saluta 
tion, the good Philantropos incurj'ed her 
displeasure so far, that she could never 
fully receive a visit from him, but was 
len and out of temi)or in his company. 

The venerable Veratio turned Jiim: 
and thus he said : Letitia was a Une gvi 
a desc^idant of a right lionourable and 
family, genteel and handsome in the gr 
person, and by her birth entitled to an 
tune. Her noble parents, with all ima^ 
demess, from her earliest days, indulgc( 
i"of Ar^.rwoo . ihov iiovrrr cared to cross I 
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ted wife, she abated nothing of the pleasures to 
which she had devoted herself, but added very 
considerably thereunto, by receiving and returning 
many useless and unprofitable visits, until the fa* 
td time on which she was seized by this malig-* 
nant evil, 'which is, indeed, the forerunner of her 
death ; and then she was out of temper with every 
body who c^jne near her. Husband, children, and 
servants, all shared in her anger. Letitia's beauty 
was esteemed more than eastern pearls : she vain- 
ly imagined that the diamond lost its brilliance, 
when her eye deigned to glance upon it ; the dam- 
ask rose its liveliness, when compared to het 
lively cheek, and the coral she supposed to yield 
to her all its perfections, and own itself outdone, 
when her mellifluous and pleasant lips were un- 
masked : but poignant pain and frequent sickness, 
greatly impairing her adored beauty, surprisingly 
added to her affliction. So long as her strength 
would admit, she was wont to try her features in 
die looking-glass oftener than once a day ; but hoW 
the faithful mirror was charged with falsehood, 
and bore the weight of her indignation, is not worth 
your while to hear, nor mine to relate. 

0, Sir, said I, methinks that on all our looking- 
glasses, this motto, " Memento Mori," ought to 
be written, and a Death's head fixed on the top of 
every frame ; for even beauties, who delight to 
gaze upon looking-glasses, meet with no reprieve 
from Death. 
That son of Melpomene, vf\vo «.o \\i^^\^xMS«^ 
b^A drawn the portraituie of the GrTa\it> ^^^ivu 
^ntB beauty as not one vrUl mote ^raNfc^s^'^ "^ 
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. I iiHi sieais 80 sottlj o'er the stripling henrt, 
And gWes it a new pulse unknown before 1 
'i'he grave discredits lliee : \Uy charms expung'd, 
Thr roses faded, and thy liliics soil'd 
What bast thou now to boast of ' Will thy lovers 
Flock round thee now to gaze and do thee hoinagi 
Melhinks I see thee with thy head low laid, 
Whilst surfeited upon lliy damask cheek. 
The high-fed worms in lazy volumes roHM, 
Riot unscar'd. For this was all thy caution I 
For this thy painful labours at the glass 
T' improve these charms, and keep them in repai 
For which the spoiler (hanks thee not ! Foul fee4 
' (yoarse fare, and carrion, please tnee full as well, 
And leave as keen a relish on llie seyse. ] 

According to the doctrine of this solemi 
sir, every timet hatt he beautiful lady tries h 
ces in the glass, she should reflect how the ^ 
will one day burrow in her cheeks, and he 
become the nauseous habitation of loathsor 
sects; that she will tliAn lw> i-^r. o i — i — - 



^^^^^— ipoOWble. Full of pai 
H^B^P^aay; but she ! anguishes 
in murmuring and repining at tlic suti 
11, and envying ttie happiness of oilier 
y guide fmisliing here, 1 thought in my 
her physician entered the chamber, and 
idy's pulse, she asked him if he though 
any hopes of her recovery. The doei 
, " I am afraid, madam, there is not. " 
dl inlA a fit of visible discontent, and sii 
d many tilings against the ways of thi 
y; and continued to the last charging 
Mquality. 
time of her departnre being come, I 
Bights : her life being spent in gaity 
a, her latter end was without honour. 
er was the unhappy soul drove forth I 
vJelicate body, now the v»'"— - " 



against tHec, ana natii prospered 
ring Pharaoh say, *^' Who U the Lo 
obey him ?" thou hast a Red Sea, J 
his hosts shall be drowned. If a 
chadnezar say in his heart, " This i 
which I have built for the house c 
'and for the glory of my majesty, ' 
beast shall be given to him, and h 
like the oxen in the field. And i 
ting lady should spend her life ii 
transitory pleasures, the sequel shs 
has been dead to God, while she 1; 
Then turning to my guide, 1 e 
sir, that Death is no respecter of 
eth no distinctions, can neither be 
ed by entreaty, much less can be r 
er. No, no, replied Veratio, Di 
entreated, is an utter enemy to me 
feet stranger to distinctions : the i 
and the rustick peasant, the noble 




oilier henvoii iDGsidea ilie vain and fan Us lick pleas- 
ures oflifei little considering, -that, ere long, ihey 
must bid adieu to sublunary enjoympiiis, and the 
inoBl high God hath fixed it as an invnriiiMr juax- 
ini, that the desire after, must prciTflii \hv I'lijuy- 
nient of heaven; heoce, no desire niw: ihc luiure 
enjoyment of God being posMBScd iu iliis lili.', it 
I^Sa not iffionaHy to be expected, that th?y e:m en- 
ter into the filestial fclinh at llif r deilh. 

Thpseearlhlj gods (ontniutd Vtriiio, are much 
dissatisfied if thoj re enc not i (rrnl degree of 
hoimge from their infenoura tn life , but, believe 
me notlimg is more common thun for tiscni at 
deaUi to stand trembling iindir llie force of eelf- 
omiction, btfo-e the judgment so it of the King 
)t kings, who hath decla-e i himself to be no re- 
•■pecler of peisons 

Then said I, woe is nic for ray fillow-crca- 
tures ' into whit destruction has sin involved 
them ! How few, alas ! are tliey who know tlie 
thin^ wliicli make their elci'iial peace, before tlicy 
are forever hid from their eyes ! Unhappy, most 
emphatically unhappy, indeed, are they, whose 
only heaven consists of glittering dust, and whose 
bliss is composed of tlie empty honours and wretch- 
ed pleasures of this seducing and bewitching world. 
Let honours in the highest degree he imposed up- 
on mc, and let me enjoy all that mon call happi- 
ness, — what will it profit, if my soul must be ban- 
ished, forever banished, from the amiable presence 
of my God ? Can these, Veratio, ever be deemed 
an ample compensation for tlie\08s tit'Sw!i.,\w\i«. 
divine exceliencicB and g\oiioua aviJas'wWsoESs*^ 
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which worldlings so much admire 



DEATH — A VISION. 79 



PART JV. 

Having thus spoken, I thought my guide, the 
jood Veratio, led me from this to another apart- 
ment in the opposite side of the stately building ; 
aod as we entered the apartment, I heard a person 
with a mournful tone of voice, thus express him- 
self: " Few and evil have been the days of the 
years of my pilgrimage ; a few dtys and full of 
sorrow." What is the meaning of this ? said I ; 
this is a strange kind of saying. To which he re- 
plied, " You will understand this better hereafter." 
When we entered tlie chamber, I saw a grave man 
•f advanced years, who seemed to be in great dis- 
tow bo^ of body and mind ; and thus he address- 
ed tome of his friends, who, it seems, had been 
iidqavouring to comfort and strengthen him in the 
pnqpect of dissolution. 

- my friends, you little know what a sinner I 
hare been! let sinners of the highest rank be 
dMNlght of, and I assure you I am worse than all ; 
jm, I am the very chief of sinners, the vilest and 
Mft- unworthy creature in the world, Oh ! how 
ii^ doth the Lord afflict me now ! he leaves me 
lot comfortless in my last trials without dreadful 
fOYocations; such provocatioTia ^ \fta^%.^ ^ss^ 
ry heart bleed to think of lYiem\ *vai«»^^^ ^^s&X 
Heft to the scourge of an eViV ewvacvaw^^^ «»»• 
fe aa instance of the terrible d\s^\e»s»x^ ^V^« 
^dedGodlo whatinaum^^" -\^^\^^^ 



!Ct, but to be forever banished from i 
him whose goodness I have so gros 
id against whom I have most ungr: 
id, I tremble to think of enduring I 
*e ; but, if I must endure it, I know 
irt, and in my condemnation I will 
ghteous ; for I, only I, have destroyc 
Here he was stopped by excessive 
3nted itself in a flood of tears, anc 
iends, who sat by him, thus replied 
lend, I am exceedingly surprised to 
ich heavy accusations against yoi 
[large yourself with the worst and has 
whereas all we, your friends and a< 
^ho have been witnesses of your con 
f convinced, that ever since you m 
ion of religion, your wrhol^ convc 
een unblameable, and becoming true 
To which the sick man replied : < 
t is that — it is that which grieves me 
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erly, 1 flattered myaelf that I was one of ihe 

l'b people ; but now the disguise is taken off, 

[ am convinced that I have been, nnd still am, 

1 enemy to all real righteousness, an utier slmn- 

■ to. the heart-pur ifyiog religion of llie holy 

t grieves me to thini how I have imposed 
Kin the church of Christ, where I have been on- 
1 intruder, a vile tare growing up a.niQng the 
Irfird's wheal, a fillliy goat among ll:e innucent 
sheep of the Redeemer ! hut now it is my greatest 
fear that I shall be forever separated from both him 
and them. 

Here he was again stopped by the anguish of 
his spirit, and, after a few minutes, another friend 
of his, in a spiritual manner, replied ; My dear 
brother, this is only a temptation of the enemy ; 
and Huch, I trust, ere long you will find it to be. 
-It hath pleased the Lord lo witlidraw from you for 
i a moment, and for holy ends, lo leave yon lo the 
L biiffeiings of Salan ; but, believe me, believe God 
himself, he will return with mercy anil salvation, 
and with everlasting loving-kindness he will gath- 
er you. What though your sins are great, the 
Oierit of the Redeemer's sacrifice is infinitely 
greater ; what though the cry of them reach even 
to the heavens, his precious atonement surmounls 
them aS ; yea, although they are of a scarlet crim- 
son stain, the blood of Jesus, the Son of God, shall 
" "wash you, and make you white as wool, or the 
whiter snow. Satan is, indeed, permitted, as the 
accuser of the brethren, W load yom ftWiSMEM* 
\rith heavy accusations ; bul, ^eV ■* "JftVi ^^ 



ous promises which are mau%. ^ ... 
)irit, the weary and heavy laden, the cap 
roken-hearted sinner, the hungering and 
3ul, the mourner for sin," &c. these 
ames and characters of the Redeemer's 
nd all these meet together in my brother 
s to us, though not to yourself, an evide 
)f your adoption, by grace, into the elect 
Had he not loved you, he would never Y 
his own seal upon you ; had he not chose 
salvation, through the sanctification oft! 
you could*never thus have groaned undei 
pravity of your nature ; and having love 
is with an everlasting love, a love which 
alter, but is sure to endure to the end. 
my brother sink, while the arm of everla 
is underneath him ? or perish, while t 
God is his refuge ? O my friend ! thi 
above characters of the redeemed, and f 
find not some of them belonging to youi 
^ »- — onri the sick man, w 



-r ninond cAi^clu: 

eternity t eteri 
,e look into etemily with ju 
ender Death in any wise comrorta.blc, 
e manifestation of my interest in the de 
rri'clioii of Chriel, the Spirit iteelf bear 
witli my own spirit, that I belong lo, i. 
of God. The pain of dying ie notliii 
rapared with the pangs of soul I feel 
jtward to a dreadful fiiturity. I may no 
e language of the PsalmiBt, " Deep callei 
, at the noise of his water-spouta ; lain, 
alera, n'herein there ia no Btanding," 
friends you would have me trust in God 
die promises to myself; tmd gladly I 
I find that I can as soon remove InOun 
ast them into the sea, as trust and be 
>d with a faith of appro priati"" " 
slf frfim mp —•' 



when at Peniel. Thev likewise 
him concerning tfie immntability of 
infinite value of the blood of Chrisi 
of the promise of the covenant the iw 
God might have in withdrawing fi 
calamity, the assurance which the 
us of the Holy Spirit finishing h 
souls of his people, and the • conf 
the implacable tempter. They like 
their hope that the Lord would yel 
in a way of consolation, before he 
down into the dark valley of the sh 
but if it should be otherwise, they 
his landing safe on the shore of i 
their endeavours seemed to be fruit 
persisted in his belief that the rigl 
in strict justice, cast him off, as uj 
among his chosen ones. 

I now turned to my guide witi 
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j.««uft;iiier, and a f«p(U!ial 
Jehovah, whoso way< an; in ilu* <1'm |.; 
l(] w}u)s(' iudinuriiK nr«' iiii*^'';'rrii:iii 
('([luiilcd ihis \«'ii( i:!i)!<' s;i:it I'nr irrvi» 
id -imciil;' ol" lili', :iii(l ii-w iitivo dr-'i 
ol'llic liciiViMilv Sj)irit ol'tho imnv.uMda 
\viihsl:niding ho is thus Iriod liko silv 
51CC. AVhdo hoalth and vi<rour alttond( 
ho was l)los.scd with a greater than o 
ovcTy of his own sinfuhiess botli in th 
tlie Jruit ; and lie was one of the ver 
lily grieve nnder the sense of the pollu 
ir depraved hearts, and consequent!} 
iso of the detilement and imperfection! 
services. Tiiis discovery greatly ten- 
n his romfort and joy, so that he sei- 
se elevations of spirit with which some 
; hut, at the same time, it had a hap- 



and m the world ; patient in tribula" 
and constant in prayer, desiring not 1 
the glory of God, not his own, so 
good of the Redeemer's people. 

This unexpected account of Humi 
amazed me, and made me more solicit! 
what might be the event. 

Therefore I addressed my guide in tl 
manner : Venerable sir, I readily acknc 
errour, and humbly beg your pardon for 
censure ; and I pray you would signii 
giveness by informing me, whether it 
for such, as you have described Humi 
cast off by the Almighty, and at last 
To which I thought Veratio replied : Ni 
it cannot possibly be, that such a one < 
for tliere are none but the regenerated 
answer the description I have given of 
Humilius ; and any may know, that nc 
generated but those who are the obiects 



._. xiio amiciio 
^* ^ ue divine will with respec 
11, hia abhorrence of evil on acooiini 
justifvintr the wavs of (Jud, toi/etli 
iiest d(^siro of for<:ivc'iicss and accei 
many evidences of liis interest in t 
d, though at present he can see none 
5ir, said I, permit me to ask you ano 
I, for I am born to be troublesome. ' 
any reasons assigned, why the Lor 
3r some of his dearest saints to fall i 
rtioB and distress in their latest hours 
es, Novitio, said he, some reasons 
ned, why it should sometimes be so ; I 
e in God to their persons, want of ter 
Redeemer, canoiever be justly thouj 
asons for it ; but God hath holy end 
)y every part of his procedure, and n 
1 dispensation also ^ 



ediiijrs of the Almigm^ , . 
iilty here vanisheth, when it is consiaeicM 
lor iho Most High to choose for such purpo 
persons whose conduct hath been less guarded 
id not answer the end designed. We natni 
expect that professors who are unguarded i] 
r conduct, and remiss in the known duties o 
gion, will find hard work of it en a death-bed 
lich will he no less troublesome to them, than " 
.»y lay upon pointed flints ; so that, although ih 
rty himself may be at last saved, it is throu^ 
»ry temptations and grievous alHictions: b 
hen Christian people behold a person of them* 
reams pect and conscientious conversation, sprii 
ig from j)rinciples of the most eminent pie 
ourning after an absent God, and lamenting 
ns, which all the world besides himself are st 
-^ ""'v it naturally tends to stir up each to sel^ 

---wlnr his own ways. 



TinslneBs; and, af ler all, I useure ymi, ilml 1 am cvcu 
HOIS' at the very brink of despair. " 

Another end which God may have in view, per- 
haps, may be (o remove the' caiiial eonridcnce 
whieh hie own people are lot> prone to have, in the 
grace which they have already received. In some 
frames, mstead of Btudying to be alroiig in the 
grace that la ia Christ, they ^e Strong in that which 
43 implanted ia themsetves : vainly imagining, (hat 
they can overcome the severest trial in the strength 
thereof. With an ancient professor, when he stood 
on a place slipper)' enotjgh, they say, " My moun- 
tain stands strong; I shidi never be moved:" not 
considering that the Christian's conquest depends 
not on the grace wliich he hath already received, 
but on fresh supplies ctmimunica'ted in the time of 
need, from Him, in whom it hath pleased the Father 
that all fiilnesa shall dwell. All fulness dwelling 
in Jfsus, naturally supposes that there ia nothing 
but emptiness in the creature, and that, therefore, 
the Eublinio exercise of Christian faith consists in 
a constant reliance upon God in Christ, for mercy 
to- pardon every sin, and for grace to help in every 
time of necessity. 

Now when Christian people behold the greatest 
of saints labouring in the dark, under the severest 
buffetings and sharpest conflicts of soul, it natur- 
ally tends to make them suspect their supposed 
strength, and to exercise themselves in an habitual 
reliance upon (.lod. And seeing their need of fresh 
supplies of grace, how naturally are they led, by 
such dispensations, to the inexhanstahle Fountain 
of all fulness, for stten^^i. ■^ 
- s» 



'"« eopic to live „ ,„„ j„„, 

liyit come, Novitio, an.I 

«J -.mediate, cause of 'i;;^ 

car • am? n. """"''"*'. and wl 

ry2,^"'^'"'"'"«<"'''wgri 
'/ smi/ed a most ffhaati^^ „.• 

attention to th.« «. m^ ^""• 
chain haX th ^'",<'''"cc-<Iark 

may plea.se tl e AwX ' ""^ 
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Heie my guide ceased ; and, as I thought, 
good Humilius, for the last time, opened his mo 
and said : Ever since I knew any thing of religi 
flying to Christ has been my last resource. I 
now dreadfully oppressed with the weight of 
sins, but whither shall I Hy for help, but to 
mercy of that God against whom I have sinni 
He only hath the words of eternal life. Then 
none in the heavens above, none upon the c£ 
beneath, that can help me but him ; as it has b< 
in my lifetime, so it is now ; this is my last 
A)iirce : I die, if I trust not in him ; I can but < 
" if I trust in him : therefore I will prostrate 
flool at the foot of his throne, and there will I ; 
for mercy. If I perish, I perish ! and if I shoi 
«8 1 deserve, be spumed from his presence, it si 
be relying on his own blood and righteousness, 
Ihere is salvation in none other. 

Having uttered these words with the dying ] 

lie in his throat, his speech failed, to the gi 

grief of his godly acquaintance ; some of wh 

said : Alas I lest this should be the means of tu 

ing the lame out of the way. One thing I beh€ 

pl^ed me mightily ; which was this : the r 

ment that good Humilius ceased to speak, the i 

jestick person of whom I spoke, who shone 

^oriously, gave the chain, wherewith the fury v 

bound, a severe twitch, and obliged him to le; 

the good man to his rest : which so enraged 

agoaL'd infernal, that 1[\e poN^\e\ \s!kR>^\.\sss^^ 

and in anguish gnawed t\ve ^<^«m«sx^\xNfc ^^^»^' 

dwappeared, and 1 saw YvVm wo mo^^. 

« the mean wlifte, rsx^ \j^w^n^\«^^ ^ 
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language of spints i «. .. 
than with all diligence I attended lu 
sed with the good Humilius ; in whosi 
found myself by this time deeply inte 
I listened, 1 heard the Almighty, who 
before seemed to stand upon Mount Sin 
ded with clouds of darkness and horrib 
now speak from Mount Zion, in a still, 
and said to the speechless man: "I 
thee with an everlasting and immu 
therefore I have drawn thee by dark j 
self; yea, I have caused tliee to pas 
rod, and have brought thee into the 
covenant. The way which I led tlier 
est not ; but I have made crooked y 
before thee, and rough places smoc 
fare is now accomplished, and I ha 
tan forever under thy feet." 

The dying man no sooner felt th 
of the woll-known voice of God, th 
^'^ ni en tally replied : Mi 
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I Eaw in my dream, (hat guardian augol« deaizen- 
^ed frum heaven in blazing Bquadronii, to attend 
tl)e dismiision oftltis sanctified soul, and to guard 
her passRge to the Eblestia] world. As the good 
Hiimdiua ceased to breadie, the attending aiigela 
clapped their wings for joy, that one more of the 
chosen nee h;id passed through the glory liirth, — 
tli3t one more of the elect chnge was safely gath- 
ered home ; with hofy fervonr they saluted ihe 
glorious spirit, and bid her welcome into tlie un- 
disturbed rest of their splendid society. She 
tiiaiikfuUy received their pure caresses, and struck 
with wonder and astonishment at unspeakable 
grace, she instantly mixed her melodious voice 
with those warbling choiristers, her companions, 
who sung the most delightfiil song, to which eve- 
ry ear attended. I thought I could discern the 
glorious nqtes of sweet deliverance from the lips 
of the "newly-departed soul, in a key more exalted 
than the rest. O with what pleasure did 1 listen 
to the solemn song of one who so. very lately was 
lanimiBhing in deep diatreas ! 

Veratio ! cried I, what blinded creatures are 
we mortals! TheglOriesof heaven blaze all around 
us, and yet we perceive not in the least their illus- 
trious splendour. 

Having sung the noble anthem to distinguishing 
love and unspeakable grace, they stretched their 
brilliant pinions, and awifl as thought shot through 
the vault of heaven, towards the regions of eternal 
felicity. As soon as they arrived in the empyre- 
an plain, I beheld Innumerable cam.^«,'M.«& a( *^<& 
cehstial hoots, in their long, ftien ^'K\w«^■*isSi.■Wi- 



, 



«.v/ji)^ruiuiaie Uic so 
rival in the glory-world, and in tr 
her up to tlie ttironc of God. 
along through t}ic streets of Para( 
all paved with diamonds and topa 
Humilius was often saluted hy his 
ions in warfare, who greatly rejoii 
grimage was finished, and the tim 
lion arrived. In tlicir bright proc 
golden gates of the holy city up 
throne, shouts of loud joy, and pe£ 
triumph, burst from each tongue, a 
celestial arches ring in concert with 
voices. 

I thought I saw the blessed, the 
Jesus descend, from the midst of tl: 
meeting Humilius,* embraced him 
fection ; he also called upon the exc 
ilus, (under whose ministry. Hum! 
liad l)een savingly converted,) and 1 
that now anotbor rU"'- — ' 




He whc 
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1 of the Holy Ghosl. Let him now pos- 
jianaioiis which hath bo long been prepar- 
iiii, and enjoy ihe resl into which he wa» 

who sat on the throne, thus beapoki? 
Come, ray beloved one, receive the 
=h I have prepared for thep, mi ihe glory 
ch I have appointed thee ; for I have lo- 
wilh an ever! asling love, and by my spe- 
if tliee, 1 have drawn thee to my glory." 
he recovda of elemiiy were all laid open 
n ; ajid now being blessed with the bea- 
1111, be eonld read every Unc therein which 
Ilia own state, eiiber in time or in elemi- 
oh, hew great was the wonder of the 
A* inSamed waa her gratitude, when she 
ry circumstance attending her pilgriipage, 
erably fixed in ihe decrees of God, which 
k and difficuU unto us in the church be- 
ith hoty amazement she beheld that the 
in of providential events Howed from and 
n the hive of God to her in the person of 
Silent no longer could she sit; but her 
vke forth in rapturous songs of ceaseless 
n concert wjth all the redeemed hosts, 
V, in the fervour of unutterable love, 
golden harp, and sung responsive to the 

followed Humilius tY.-a far, Veratio 
ne, and lo! the vision was withdrawn; 
me impressions on my mind, which, I 
never be erased. Being at last capable 
reflection, after xa.y »\amifcms!M. ■«■»■. 



I 



...K/A./uiiiiiig;iieii, wnore tlic worm d 
as the former are iininodiately trai 
gelick winp?, iVoni a land of sin am 
into the more immediate prescnc 
light of the ever-blessed Three, to p 
joys of the undivided One. Then 
ed are the dead who die in the Lor 
from their labours, and their w< 
them." 



PART V. 

I WHS ruminating on iheie things, I thought 
that m J- guide called me away, raying, Wc may yet 
see Death attended with yery different circu in staii- 
Ms ; and, although I thought niyself by the last 
Scene fully repaid for all the terrour I had uivder- 
ffone at the beginning of my acquaintance with 
Veratio, 1 was inspired with lliemost eager desire 
to have farther discoveries of sanctified Death. I 
followed him with the greatest eagerness out of this 
chamber, wherein I had viewed anch an agreeable 
iRene, into another apartment adjacent to it, and 
there he showed me a happy diseiple, who, with 
great composure of mind, was laid on a sick bed, 
under the pressure of heavy affliction. Calm and 
serene in the midst of tempestuous trouble ; in the 
midst of trying sorrow, his patience stood unmov- 
ed, even as the stately oak lifts np its lofty head, 
despite the western tempests ; or as the stable rock* 
amidst the furious surges, endures the wratliful dis- 
charge, withont the least emotion. Rent with 
racking pain, and oppressed with deathly sickness, 
he patiently, though with a trembling voice, said* 
Good is the Lord's will concerning me! the cap 
that my heavenly Father hath mingled for me, 
shall I not patiently drink it? I thought, in my 
dream, that he was thus addressed by one of his 
friends : Sir, I would have you repose yourself a 
little, for your afflictions aie verj Yisw*-^ ■, ^s&i^ssv 



ctinot complain, for I am well 
do nothing wrong. Were it r 
not do it, omnipotent as he is. 
deed, make this clay tabcmacl 
lighter than nothing, when put 
my sins. I well know they 
greater, and yet my God be a ] 

cy and tender compassion gi 
when he smites, and his bow 
mingles a bitter cup for any c 
fully persuaded, that he wiU I 
himself, nor suffer others to 
me, than he will support me n 
very pitiful and full of mercy 
I deserve nothing at his banc 
down in sorrow ; I am, ther« 
about the measure of my afflu 



IChriBt. Sinco ii pleased tlie Lord to visii me willi 
this alBiotion, wliich 1 ihink la dmwiiig near to a 
peri<^, I have had many stnig^es with my own 
Tinbefieyiiig heart, anJ many confticls with Satan, 
in regard to my interest in the love of Je^us. But, 
giory to the Almighty name, the enemy seems to 
be withdrawn, my anchor is within iho veil, and 
my hope is fixed in Immaniiel. I myself um a 
poor helpless worm, and my faith is very tottering ; 
hilt the rock of my salvation, the object of my faith, 
can never be shalicn. With Him there is no vari- 
bleness, nor so much as the least shadow of a 
change ; I may, tlicrefore, boldly trust in him, and 
calmly wait the issue of his providence. 

After alt, continued he, I must confess, that I 
have often been indulged with sensible manifesta- 
lions of divine love, when, to my own apprehen- 
sion, I stood lees in need of them than at present. 
Bnt, 0, let me not attempt to correct the proceed- 
ings of unerring wisdom ! The Lord's ways are 
the best, and 1 desire to submit to them ; he hatli 
graciously promised that he will never leave nor 
forsake me, and I account liini faithful who has 
promised. I bless him for his word This is the 
hold into which I flee for shelte the d k and 
stormy day. I would not for all I wo Id be 
without an interest in the above p on p om s 
for 1 live not now by sense, but by ta h d h s 
affliction hath found a good deal of wo k fo he 
little faith, I possess. Believe n m f nds I 
Aave often been obliged, in vitnea ol ^TV.'^tJ.ts* 

dimcuhy, to live upoa ihe vjoTio'i %t■itf^^ -a*. 

has, upon the whole, been aomx. ■Kft^.V^^'^ 



been aomx. ■amvva ^^^ 



ciou8 than my deserts. 

The sick man being spent with s 
ing, I thought that he was obliged t( 
small space, to recover himself. Bi 
2eal for the welfare of his friends, 
possible he spake as follows : 

My dear brethren, in all appears 
near, very near, my last hour ! and 
beg that you will regard it as the w 
man, that the cross of Christ is of < 
mortifying us to creature-objects, 
tions of Providence, bodily affli( 
temptations of Satan, are such excel 
that by the direction and influence o: 
they prove the destruction of sin i 
For my own part I declare to you 
learned more of God by afflictions, 
sermons that I have ever heard pr 

It was now that Veratio whispe 
I well believe, Novitio, what this g 
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OUT comfort, let us know ihat afitictions themselves 
cannot survive ilie sin which they ins inim en tally 
destroy. 

fn the meanwhile, the dying man continueil and 
Said, My dear friends, ilespiee not the eha^tening 
of the Lord ; resiet not afSiction with a foolish pa- 
gan bravery ; neither mnrmur, repine, nor faint, 
when yoo are rebuked by him; for he chastiselh 
not in anger, neiflier does he rebuke in hot displeas- 
ire. If vou are iJie objects of divine iove, you 
most expect the application of the rod ; for whom 
he Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth eve- 
■y son whom he receiveth. If you are the disci- 
)les of the meek and lowly Jesua, you muBt ex; 
lect in this life to bear the cross, for it is always 
nfecedeutto the crown. Without atHictions you, 
lo not, you cannot bear the image of your heaven- 
y Jesua, for he was afflicted, a man of sorrows, 
nd acquainted with grief. They greatly mistake, 
vho hope for Christ here, without aillietions along 
vith him. Our passover is never to be eaten in 
his world, without bitter herbs ; therefore, that 
eligion which is unconnected with the cross, is 
lot the religion of Christ, but of the world. Be 
■ou assured, my friends, that the way in which no 
TOSS is foimd, must needs be the broad and down- 
vstA way ; for the cross of Christ is ihe right, the 
nly pathway to the kingdom ; and those who des- 
jise and reject the cross, will find themselves at 
eath, deprived of the crown. Here he stopped 
gain, his strength being exhausted ; and his silent 
■iends stood with a mournful pleasure around his 

3d 
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£i^: Indeed; „.V SVl ZL 
£,f ^ ^"°^ ™y own heart, whi 

« eternal gam. I know that Sie 
h^"lt«,^7^«.and.,;lth 
h,hV. • *''^'* ** •''»*«« both of my 

verv ™ ' ^y "" .'""""table d'ecree, 
very moment and means of my dissc 

ithinkii;Ttr";th'iii?rr 

death; and ifit should be ttftt, 
Ife he hath wisdom and power 1 
nfy himself even by my living 1 

wholly to hi« rl.o^l,., ^, "."&• - I 



DEATH — A VISION. lOB 

thinks it is a desirable thing, to see our children 
educated in a religious manner, and settled agreea- 
bly in the world. These thjngs often lie with a 
distressing weight upon my mind, and are ties 
which strongly bind me down to earth, and from 
which I sincerely desire to be delivered. 

The sick man replied : My dear friend, I must 
confess to you, that, next to the welfare of the Re- 
deemer's church, my wife and children are dear to 
me ;* and if any thing could now prevail with me 
to desire a longer sojournment in this valley of sor- 
rows, it would be the welfare of my dear children, 
and dearer wife, for they have always been dear to 
me, ever since I enjoyed them. Consulting their 
welfare, had formerly been attended with great 
anxiety ; but now I see, that in my over-careful- 
ness, I was far from being submissive to the sove- 
reign pleasure of an all-disposing God ; and, as 
far as lay within my power, was for wresting the 

•These words ofStabilius, "Next to the welfare of the Re- 
deemer's chnrc'i, my wife and chihiren ace dear to me," are 
verr remarkable, and ought to be regarded. TItat he loved his 
wife and children, is evident from what he says both in this 
place and elsewhere ; but however fervent hisaffeclinn for them 
niiglit be, it gave pUce to (he love he bore to the Redeemer's 
chnreh. This evidences the true spirit of Christianity in him, 
and serves as much to fix his character, as the exalted exercises 
of his fnilh, being expressive of (he ver}' spirit of that text, 
Matt. X. 3/, ** He that loveth father or mother more than me, 
is not worthy of me ; and he that loveth son or daughter more 
I than roe, is not worthy of me." If this be regarded as a rule, 
' it will 6x B lasting stigma v\\iot\ VV\o«t ^'wK^.'smk^ ^V»a vw. «q (uU 
<ifoBre for themselves am\ fen\\Y\w,^>^«^-^^'i^"^^^^'^'S?v^^'^'''*^ 
we nor inclination to care tot VVxe ^i\v>^vt^^ ^U^^. . o^vlx vX 
t'kc wfiherecl limWs in iVxe comwvim WX'S x >^«\ ^STw^^X^ 
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:e, and left the is&u. 
well ; but, alas ! I could not be easy, u***^, 
ntly saw the issue answer my desire. B 
ed forever be that God who tumeth our hea 
3 does the rivers of water, at present all anx 
ippears to be gone, and my wife and ehildr 
no burden at all to my mind ; for I know tl: 
God whom I serve will convert the stones 
wall into bread, before he will suffer the se 
the righteous to famish.* 
Settling my children in the world, appeare 
ry desirable thing, before I came to a death-t 
it now I am taught that their settling in the w 
•es not, in the least, depend on my being pre 
ith them ; for the determination of Jehovah ' 
ig since divinely gone forth by a firm and ar 
erable decree, in which all their circumsta 
"^t and minute, are infallibly settled by the 

who worketh all things 
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»t is his prerogative to make poor,) how shall my 
preecnee with tliem be nble to matte them ricli 1 or 
it' his sovrcigii bounty ahall be pleased to exiilt and 
Hiake tiicm neb, what circumstancea ao penicious, 
as la prevent the execuiion of hia deeign ? Holy 
amd revered its his nume; he dispoaeth of nil i^rea- 
teres and things as his wisdom doth direct. By 
)his detemioation kings ^eiga, and princes decree 
justice, {taces and battles are andeT hia direction; 
^fea, the very turning up of the lot ia determined 
l)y Jehovah; much more the station and circum- 
stances of his people, aiid llieir children. Why 
<hen should I desire to interfere in the matter of 
settling them to the disquietitig of my own mind t 
^or God holh can and will bring his purposes to 
f ass, without my instrumentality, it he ia pleased 
*o take me to himself! Their education in reli- 
^ous principles, hath been by far the most tender 
point with me, well knowing llie influence which 
a godly education often hath upon the conduct of 
youth ; hut this also I am enabled to leave with 
the Lord : not from any indifterency about them, 
so as to be careless about their welfare in time or 
eternity; but I have ever been so sensible of my 
deficiency, in regard to paternal duty, that I often 
fear ray children have been more injured by my 
imperfections, than profited by my precepts and 
instructions. Besides, I am fully persuidedj that 
God will be at no loss for an instntment, when he ' 
is about to teach them the knowledge of himsoU, 
. Be assured, my friends, tha.\, <;K\\iitft*- ■««. -wa^ 
'"vught one hour sooner lo \,\ieVM-«V,?i^e,^'v^'i^ 
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of themselves, ana tnc 
love to their persons. Therefore I com 
tender offspring to the protection arid grao 
who has deigned to become the father of i 
erless, and who hath said to me in iny coi 
<' Leave your fatherless and yonr widows 
I trust his word ; and believe/ of iD guard 
is the most disinterested. My dear tlom 
beloved spouse, always hath been dear to i 
since it pleased the Lord, by his holy or 
to make us one ; but although she is' de^ 
as that we seemed to possess but one , sc 
with pleasure leave her a few 4ays behi 
this world, notwithstanding it is, and si 
to be, a world of sin and sorrow. 1 1 
she is an elect vessel, a daughter of faitl 
ham, and an heiress according to the 
and as such, she is under Divine prote 

f^^nr not, my dear H 



agers, and make you more ihan cohqneror." It 
your G'od, my love — your Husbaad aud Friend, 
10 retgns supreme over sdl creation, who Imlds 
i reina of govenuneuj in his own Almighty hand, 
J thereby curbelh the enemies of his people at 
aaure ; so tliat the moat potent of them I'^mciot 
up his heel againat the child of God, wiilumt 
divine pertnisBion. He never grants ji penuis- 
n to any of them, without 3 proper limitaiioii : 
lilherlo thou mayeat rome," ia the perinissioii ; 
iiU thou shah go 00 farther," is the restraint; 
;a as Satan obtained leave to destroy every ihing 
ich belonged to pious Job, but was prohibited 
ching his life. Thus it is, that the feeblest of , 
Redeemer's flock dwell semre from real dan- 
, beneath the covert of divine protection, 
Vly dear Hoiiora, our great Lord is a husband 
he widow ; He is a wise director, a rich pro- 
er, a powerful protector, and as such He is 
irs, yours in the strongest obligations, yours in 
e and to all eternity. The confidence I have 
.he»e things, makes me willingly resign the wife 
ray bosom, and my tender offspring, to the 
1 of tltalbene&cent Being, who hath a sovereign 
It to dispose of me :uid mine, as He shall see 
st for Ilia own glory. 

lly dear friends and fellow-travellers, beware of 
noderate care ; for you may greatly injure, but 
cr can you thereby profit your children at all. 
ink not that their setdcment in the world de- 
ds either less or more upon you ; for when 
I have cared your last for ihera, the Sovereign 
ler will dispose of iheim just ^ Va a*,ft% -^sks.*... 



gnorance of, and enmity agafnst t 
lyGod. AIM! how many Chri, 
wqfoUy perplexed with friitlesg , 
Of their hves, and are thereby pi 

th. .""u ^}'}^^ *«y might oA, 
Ae church of Chri«t!BeUerem 
you can do for your children, is » 

nously to dedicate them nnt; Go 
and all their concerns at his dispo. 
this in good earnest, by an habitual 
and they will reap the advantage o^ 

jnember what young Samuel got b, 

,r,?%f^'^*^ ^^'■^' ^^ "trength be 
«nd, after some time, one of his ft 

dressed him : Dear sir, I cannot p, 

w^ J. .{?'""' *"' ''«y«<l 'n *e Lord, 

'''**\"'»«t joyous transport. ' 

1 which the ffood man ,<.^i.,,.i . 
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;Sind transitory ; now enjoyed — dead anon ! now 
like the fiill-blown rose my comforts have flourish- 
ed — immediately stripped of all their beauty, like 
the winter vine ! When I lived upon my frames, 1 
was all upon extremes, either ravished on the 
mount of enjoyment, or gone down to do business 
in the deep waters. One hour I said, " My moun- 
tain stands sure ; I shall never be moved ;" per- 
haps in less than another, I supposed myself, like 
Peter, sinking into the bosom of a fatal billow. 
No solidity could I ever find in the frames and dis- 
positions of my own heart ; but I never found the 
promise to flee, nor the Lord to depart from the 
word he hath spoken. In all my trials, his im- 
mutable word liath been my stay ; and on it alone 
will I lean, when I walk through the valley ol the 
shadow of death. And thus ■ in quietly resting on 
" his word, he will finish the salvation of my soul. 
Indeed, if the Lord should be pleased to indulge 
me now with the sensible comfprts of his felt love, 
shed abroad in my heart by his Holy Spirit, it 
would make this lonesome valley, into which I 
am entering, by far more delightful, and my pas- 
sage through it abundantly less thorny. But if, in 
his wisdom, he should see meet to withhold from 
me such a desirable measure of sensible manifesta- 
tion, I bless him for strength to rely upon it. 

My dear brethren, beware of making to yourself 
a Christ of the dying comforts with which your 
holy Redeemer is pleased occasionally to indulge 
you. Remember, that if his tender concern for 
jour peace and pleaaute, vwdue.^ \vvkv ta ^w\Ie<^ 
you with the shed&ng ^\iTQ^^QJl\s«»^sw^^sJL^^^«. 
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jd, and you live upon those coiini,.^ 

ipon his person, grace, and rigliteouBnesflt- 

)er always, that salvation, and the com- 

ereof, are two very different things ; the 

of the former being often possessed, where 

but a very small degree of the latter. In 

;ly days of grace, I was greatly wont to 

to mvself notions of the love of God, accor- 

) the glimmering twilight of my own mind, 

.e good or evil frame I found myself to be in ; 

.rough rich grace and amazing mercy I have 

taught rather to judge thereof by the written 

of God, by which I have been piloted through 

3f difficulty, when darker sensations have lost 

of shore. And I trust the Holy Ghost will 

me by the said written word, till in his good 

he is pleased to land me on the glory-shon 

- into the more immediate presence c 




In liis lifeiime, which bath been an iuler- 
rupled auccessioii o£ crowding aorrowB, the good 
SubiltUS could live as well and ai satisfactorily uji- 
on a word pf promise, as some o^era could do up- 
on five hundred a year. Thus, in his lifeiime he 
was sa happy as to live by faith in ihe promises, 
and now he is dying he is still the same. The 
word of the Lord is his comfort and stay. But al- 
though unbelief appears now to be banished from 
him, I can tell you it waa not always so ; for the 
time was, when tmdcr dark dispensations of Prov- 
idence, he compbined with Jacob, that all those 
things were making against him, though now he 
is better informed. Yea, whatever inlideiity we 
■can find in Job, David, or Asaph, one part or other 
of the life of good Stabiliua hath furnished him 
with a sad remembrance of theirs ; though, upon 
the whole, his faith has prevailed gloriously; and 
I imagine he will never more feel an impulse jrora 

Now, Novitio, I have a mind to unfold an am^ 
zing scene to you ; such a scene as you have nev- 
er before surveyed. Then he touched my eyes 
with an eye-«alve of divine preparation ; and in- 
stantly I saw what was extremely amazing. I 
saw a numerous Iroop of restless infemals beleag- 
uering the bed of the sick man, which was well 
defended by abrillianl minister of heaven, divinely 
superb in his immaterial array. Clothed with im- 
penetrable armour, the martial giiardian waved s 
llaming sword, with which he kept all the funes 
.of the pit at a proper distance ; so that althou^ 



1, wno witn Holy contempt disregarded all 
nours. Repulsed in this, they turn their »< 
3 into the most fervent entreaties to the a] 
t he would scabbard his sword for a season, 
w them the pleasure of distracting the d 
1. But the benevolent protector, firm as a i 
lained inflexible to their entreaties^ and de: 
r accusations, resolving, in obedience to 

of his God, to defend his charge to the 
•emity. Being thus repulsed, even hell i 
ime hotter within them, and irritated with £ 
mge, they rushed in fearful numbers agains 
venly sentinel. Thick as atoms in the 
ps, their hissing arrows were shot against 

his beloved charge ; but skilled in marlia 
Iters, he received their charge, and quen 
r fiery darts with his shield, with whic 

covered Stabilius. With his brandished 
m, which emitted streams of fire as he w; 

e made tlie infernal tribe give back ; but i 
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rmind about those that fear him :"' and, turning to 
my guide, I said, eir, it was well said ol' that 
Hebrew prince, who apent hia youth in rurd em- 
ployraeiils, " Biesseii ia the nation whose God is 
thti Lord, and the people whom he hath eiiosen for 
his own inheritance." Ah, air! they are well 
kept whom ihe Lord doth keep, and the man is 
bleaeed whom he thus preaervetli. To which Ve- 
TBiio replied. Now, Novitio, you have had a sight 
of fatthftil Abdiel, so justly celebrated by the famous 
Milton, for his constant and lirni adherence to Im- 
manuel, even when lefl alone in the camp of the 
rebellious seraphim. There it was. 
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covered at once his zeal for his God, ai 
ess of his own martial arm ; for when, 



' _-^— Before the cloudy Tin, 

On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 
Satan with vast and haughty strides advaoe't 
Came tow 'ring, armM in adamant and gold 
Abdiel that sight endur'd not, where he stoi 
Among the mightiest, bent on higliest deed 

-^— — But from his armed p 

Forth stepping opposite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens'd, and thus securely him defy*d. 

Proud, art thou met! thy hope was to ha 
The height of thine aspiring unoppos'd, 
The throne of God unguarded, and his side 
Abandoned at the terroiir of thy power — 
A potent tongue : 

————— But thou seest 
All are not of thy train ; there be who faiti 
Prefer, and piety to God, though then 
To thee not visible, when I alone 







'IJ fur llin, but in «»h'iJ In 



Wioj reienge, fiwi KWghl, tbplhoure 

fXhf nerildl n»Rrd. Ilie Gnl esay 
FOf llila righl-hind pmVDk'd sIdcg iini Ihat 
pi&ipir'd »iih conimiliellDii dur« o[ipo« 
I A Iliird psrt at the GmJi, in irnoil tnel, 

[ ; But well Ihoa oiim'it 

' Before thy fflloaa, nmbllloui lo win 



id been *li 



Sueb hiallhou orm'c), tlie mi 
Serrilltr wiib freedom to no 
Aa both theirdeeils eompir' 



.n fmst nt ' 



Apostjle, _ , 

Ofrrrine Fmin the path ofti 
tTnjiiall^ Ihoo ' -^■--■- 



rlsyof heaven, 
I daj Bhall prove, 
thus Abdiel sicrn reiilied : 



Ith the name 
lerte whom God ordwni, 
indnMiire bid ibeame. 



Them whom hegovemi. - 

Beheels obev, worthiest to be ubev'd ; 

Yet chains in hell, not renlms, eipeel ; raenn while 

Prom me returnM ii erst tbou uid'st from flight, 

So mying. a noble stroke he lirteil hieh, 
Whi>:hhungQ0l, bnt at Bwift with (Fni[Kit fell 



a willing and faithful guardian of hU 

dren, as you have just now seen 

between him and the infernal brothc 

I thought in my dream that I thi 

thank you most heartily, my dear, 

Veratio, for this discovery, so stran 

fiing in itself; atid I thank you ra( 

dear sir, for this opportunity of seein| 

this celebrated angel. But worthy V 

delight appears to be to instruct tli 

pray you deign to inform me, if it ii 

such a war may be maintained aroun 

and the parly himself, for whom th 

main unacquainted with it ? To wh 

he replied; You may be at no lose 

know that the best of Christians, e^ 

the Redq^emer's family, see and knov 

therefore there may be many thingi 

transacted among the immaterial inht 

soiritual world, without their knowl 
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3 of gno<I StabiliuR, he perfectly knows that 
the prime eJRciciit of ^ hie peace gn^ com- 
of roiiid ; bat lie does not know ihat iliere 
riia] seraph appointed by tho Sovereign of 
, as (he gnaidian of his bed, and protector 
lying moments ; nor is he in the leaat ap- 
sive l]i:it there is such a swarm of reprobate 
so near, and so earnestly seeking the dis- 
1 ofhifl mind. 

le militant members of the chosen church 
eajly see their shining attendants, and un- 
id all the ways of the Lord perfectly, they 
enjoy tiie heavenly glories before the ap- 
I time; but the fulness of joy and the mani- 
iries of the redeemed are reserved for eterni- 
refore not to be expected in time. On this 
t, many of the Lord's works are done in the 
md his ways are involved in thick clouds ; 
poor bliitd mortals cannot discern them be- 
ley enjoy the light of eternity. And you 
If, Novitio, may know that the conflicts be- 
our benevolent protectors, the guardian an- 
rid our enemies of the reprobate race, are 
be seen with bodily eyes, but with the more 
rays of the mind. Bodily eyes discern 
eal objects, but spiritual sight alone can dia- 

DUffht in my dream, thpt towards the disso- 
of Slabilius, I beheld a squadron of armed 
9, who were dispatched from the armies in 
ies lo assist Abdiel in the protection of this 
I disciple; who, as soon as arrived, and fra- 
ealutalion puaed allei ftvc asi^<Sa!d^^£0>K!aKt« 



my spotless brethren ! welcon 

for I have been vigourously i 

daring infemals are resolute 

strength of my God, I have ] 

inviolate. Come, my brethrc 

immediate action, for the e 

quently repulsed, being now j 

hell, are rallying their utmost 

return intrepidly to the chargi 

ceived that those ever-armed c 

drew his flaming sword, fixed 

ted themselves around the bee 

hero putting' himself in a post 

•ing with united voice, ** It is 

Lord that his chosen ones si 

Happy man, said I, who an 

thought in my dream, that af) 

the good Stabilius, as if he ha 

our at the arrival of his celes? 

his mouth and most fervently 
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aid hold of me at my conceptioi, and till 
I led me in such a manner, that all haih 
good ; and now, my friends, it is wiiK 
nl I eee both the ends of the chain unai- 
ded in the eternal throne. It cometh from 
srelh in the Father's everlasting love to 
; person of Jesus, unworthy aa I am ; and 
od, even God iii the person of the Redee- 
iraised, be owned, and glorified with my 
dsparling breath. Hear nie, my fclhiw- 
1, for I speak now within the immediate 
eternity, and Death even now oppresseth 
ungs : behold, " I go the Way of all man- 
t 1 know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
ill stand at the latter day upon the earth ; 
ugh after, my skin worms destroy, as 
linly will, this body of mine, yet in the 
n in this flesh, now almost consumed, I 
God ; yea, I shall se^ him for myself, 
3T another; not at a distance, but near, 
y veins be consumed within me. I shall 
n that momentous and much-deaired day 
1 shall in my whole person be made like 
elf." These words were expressed even 
IS of Death, so that he was quite spent 
king, and lay in a profound silence for a 
■ two ; then in a holy triumph, with a 
ce that displayed a sense of conquest, he' 
9rd Jesus, come quickly ; into thy hands 
id my spirit!" These were his last 
1 a few minutes after, he quiefly yielded' 
ist and slept in Jesus, 
meanwhile Vetatio aiiTcww&VMiwi&.'w* 
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it is from ignorance of the real 
an hereafter ; but it is the clear 
nity, and of the perfections of ( 
, the mind of Stabilius against e 

j hcnsion, now he is \naking his 

j of time, and struggling hand to 

■ cher of the animal flame. 

Mind the tender Honora ; n 
with a mournful pleasure by t 
partner, hers but a very few m( 
; things oppress her with sensil 

things inspire her labouring b< 
She is most sensible of the 
which lay« her under a multi 
O ! her dear, her much-estc 
pain which he endures in his 
i] t becomes hers by sympathy. 

il '] head, and tenderly wipes the 

brow, every sigh of his, ever 
cuts its way directly throug 



/■ 



1 



' ji 



si: 



her dear, her much-valued hueband. And she 
Kopes, npon solid and scriptaral gtounds, that in a 
litde time she herself will be in mercy Uken to the 
celestial world, where she shall again reneive, with 
unspeakafalE joy, the pure and spiritual earesBee of 
her glorified husband, where they shall spend a 
vast and an endless eternity together, in ihe trans- 
porting pleasures of paiadiae, and mutually join in 
eelebrattng the praises of their ccmmon God and 
Savioar. Thns she mourns ; and reason aays she 
should ; but religion ti^aches her to mourn as one 
diat is not without hope. 

The dissolving moment came, the watchful in- 
femals took wing and fled, Leaving llie soul forever 
to the blessed possession of uninterrupted peace ; . 
9he ascended triumphant, and, wrapt in ecslatick 
wonder, sat for a season on the clayey lips of her 
beloved mate, gazing on the splendour of the mes- 
aengers of heaven, notwithstanding she herself 
ahone more gloriously than all her altendaots, who, 
free from envy, joyfully saluted her with, 'Peace 
be unto thee," and fondly cflngralulaied hev on her 
jafe arrival on the confines of eternity. ■ 

By this time I thought I saw an innumerable 
M>mpany of seraphick flames, all of (hem shining 
in the perfection of glory, who, as the former, came 
It the will of Immanuel, to congratulate the soi^j, 
)n her passage through the wilderness of t^ars^ 
Old the glootjiy valley of the shadow of Death,.'^ 
ind her safe arrival in Immanuel's country ; and " 
hen gave her their united welcome in their re- ■ 
iplendent society. I cannot now, ah ! I cannot 
feacribe thejoyn of the gVtfty-^icni^'wJL,^"^'*^*^ 
\\ 



turous expressions, which, but for hit 
could not have done ; for she spoke ii 
tongue, which is a language that I nev 
ed ; and so imperfect is the fragment 
lected, when compared with the ori 
redden with shame, and my heart 
fear to expose it to view, lest I should 
jure the subject, and eclipse the gl 
would gladly (the Lord knows) recom 
man esteem. But encouraged by th 
of incomparable Paul, " Here we see 
but in part," I will venture to write 
is, as it were, with fear and trembling. 
No sooner was the happy soul diseni 
mortality, but she was filled with the fi 
glory of God, and in the highest elevati( 
port, cried out with a voice of the n 




(this glorious rest, in which all out labsur and sgi- 
rov aha]] etBrnally cease ! la this ihe heaven I 
h«Te 80 often heard preached? This glorious 
place ! ' O heaven ! How often have I lieard of 
thy divine excellencies, when eojourning in the 
world below ! But now I behold ihy refulgent 
glories wiihout an iDterpoeing cloud, and lu I the 
U^thouEandth part of thy beautiBH was never disclo- 
KjKd. Happy are thine inhabitants, thou imperial 
' city, for the great King is in the midst of thee; 
his uncreated glories irradiate every corner of ihy 
blissCul etteets. Blessed and unsullied mansions 
1 of the disembodied spirits of the just ! llappy I,. 
I who was predestinated to the possession oi ibis 
■ divine inheritance ! Is this the Saviour whom I 
I formerly denied ? Ever, till ihe day of thy un- 
speakable grace, did I say unto thee, thou adorable 
1,'' Lord, I will not have ihee to reign over me. And 
I my Lord, I am now at last blest with the imme- 
diate vision of thee, tliou Sharon rose divine ! 
Thy beauties, Lord, how amiable ! O hew trans- 
-cendently great are thine excellent glories ! Eter- 
nal and all-conquering Saviour, I am now at last 
ravished with ihy superabundant goodness, which 
on earth I could scarcely with coolness admire, but 
now I behold thee to be all-excellent and divine ! 
Is this the crown, the end of all my former croesea t 
Massy treasure 1 Glorious lustre 1 How striking 
is the stupendons blaze ! In the world below, ray 
eyes were dreadflilly obscure ; but now I behold 
■11 the excellencies of Godhead, alt the radiant 
beam* of BnolQvUed divinity, in ^eir fullest resplen- 



forever beneath my victorious feet, 
iour, the conquest is thine! Ye 
the promised tiihe is now come Iha 
your envious rage. No more, ye 
nals, shall yuur cruel buffetings 
the tranquillity of this ever-peace 
mind. Nor shall your spear-like 
oi violence and deceit, evermore b 
my conduct with blame. Ye chil 
ye treacherous persecutors of the j 
the gulf is fixed, and here you ca 
second time to perplex me with s< 
the tumultuous rage of fiery lusts 
passions evermore be able to sepai 
best beloved and me. 

'• I am now gecure within thine 
walls, thou blessed Jerusalem ! 
with the insupportable blaze of de 
here let me bask forever, though t 
ferable. Already filled with the f 




Having gathered up this most imperfect fragment 
of what 1 heard, I thought that the scene was 
withdrawn, and the vision departed from rae ; and 
I, astonished at what I had heard and seen, turned 
to my guide, and in tranHport, said : No wonder, 
sir, if Balsam, wlio saw the visions of the Almigh- 
ty, desired to die tlie death of the righteous, and 
«njoy such a latter end as ihetrs. No wonder, if 
Judas, ih^ traitor, despaired and hanged himself, 
after having betrayed such a glorious Saiiour aa 
-this. Ah, Veratio, my good Veraiio, may I enjoy 
the divine favour, whatever else I may lack. ! May 
1 endure all sorrow wliii^i butji eaitli and hell con 
inflict, rather than miss of the glory which shall 
1)6 revealed! Fall short of heaven ! O! I trem- 
ble at the thought! Fall short of heaven! If I 
should, 1 should be of all creatures the most em- 
phatically wretched and miserable. To love, to 
see, and not enjoy, ah, what intolerable anguish 
would it give ! If it depended less or more on 
worka of my performing, I could not avoid falling 
short; but it is of grace, all of grace, of nothing 
but grace, and ear let grace have the glory for ever 
secure. Yet, let me never deceive myself in a 
matter of such grand Importance ; but raw and in- 
experienced as I am, 1 Uiink I have something of 
the same hope which the good Stabilius expressed; 
and Veraiio, may my latter end be like his I 



Here my guide addressed me, and 
Novitio, you have seen something of E 
formed into life, and it is glorious in y 
but if you will follow me, we may yi 
tlier discoveries relating to the depai 
sanctified. By this time my curiosity 
ed to the utmost pitch ; therefore I nee 
persuasion to attend to further discovi 
the departure of Humilius and Stabi 
very agreeable, at least to myself: the 
to my guide — Lead, Veratio, lead w 
will, and I will follow you. 

Are you sure of that, replied Vcral 
you may be mistaken: a much stro 
than Novitio appears to be, hath desert 
now ; and the strongest have found it dif 
to adhere to me at certain times. Pai 
replied I ; I npeant while you unfoldec 
able scenes ; for I perceive, sir, their 
attractive. Well, Novitio, replied he, 



_», »»a» ncielia, ii 
MM 10 tier bed by a dcuilily (lisordcr. 
Jof six weeks or upwards; and liy il 
eemed ahiijst coiKjiicrcd l)y the lat;il 
tiiro, tliouirli frlu! siill rftaiut'd the perli 
r reason, and slill was capable of speal 
visitants. At tlie lime of our going ii. 
apartment, some few of her friendly ac' 
5, some of them meanly, others of them 
1, were come to visit her, desirous to pe 
st offices of Christian friendship, exp( 
5r departure from earth was at hand. 
who stood by her bed-side, spoke to 
" My dear friend Fidelia, I see your hoc 
w, and in all appearance the hour of ; 
re is approaching near ; but if strength 
I should be glad to know how it is 
il : for I have sometimes known the 
:)st healthful ^nA -— 



'ilb \JA AM.%»MM^nr, 



tne aeiigiiiiui wci^i 
redeeming, and regenerating love c< 
by the sweetest and most persuasiT< 
my heart, and still it is the more 
cause of its discriminating nature! 
able ! O the heights and depths ! 
Why is it that I, a poor uu worth) 
sinner, should be found thy favourc 
2ing and miraculous grace ! that e\ 
vation of the adorable Jesus hath 1 
end preached itself into my very 
standing I am the basest of all the 
Behold I see the wise, the moral, i 
noble, standing at a distance from 
tion, and strangers to the pardoninj 
while I, the most unworthy of all, 
comforts of his love. It is thy do 
nipotent Saviour ; and it is marvel 
thou lovest merely because thon 
pardoncst only because such is th] 
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Tightly and wisely detennineil ; I ooiilil imt, on 
any accdunt, that it had been otiierwise than it has 
been. Whatever beHUty others may think there is 
ill growing riches, I muBl tell you for my own part, 
that I would not for the world have been born to 
he rich ; for wherever they come, " riches are sure 
to bo a burden to the posEesBor:" therefore, he 
who well underalood the nature of tilings, saya, 
"he that increa^ea in them doth also increase in 
Borrow." I have always found my own comip- 
(ions to be burden enough for me to bear up the 
hill towards MountZion.w'ithout a weight of thick 
clay, however brilliant, on my shoulders. 

Here my guide gently jogged me, and said, 
" This is moat excellenlly judged of Fidelia, for 'as 
-ifeighla oflead are to the couTser, when he runs 
tfor th« plate, so is' gold to the follower of Christ." 
Il is very difficult to possess gold, without loving 
il; andyoit may know that the love of money "ia 
the root of all evil ;" insomuch that it is next to 
impossible for a rich niao to be a true and humble 
ChJiBtian,' 

-■Wllhin llifft» Tears lh«l r ^ave iieenn iJHifejsnr, I >l«ve 
tfinn mHW iiK-ful nWjnIiL'i'B orUo^litl Jmrrhi's, nilirlj' 5|ioil- 
«) lij KtIIin|; rioli. Fwith Bpiiiti.tl, KBvoiin , iiirl ioci.lilc brelb- 

buT«i liE-tiuP! ill lilt Bsrilrn of Gnil i mil aiit'' ilitv ure litHy 

toeauiinw, lIU k Is llie i.k'S rorGr.di.. mm-u. .. - 

M«i.j)-cj««ill fii.rt cmiinmlnf llii= <'.. ■ I ■ : '^ 

(l,e Ei'Mltfsl rc.Bnn In l«lk-vp, lli-t'l'l »ill • .:.i i. r , .1 .."1 .i-. 






iiavu luiiiiDiicu ilic wiui lliail^ J 

ties of beholding the goodness of 
^ faithfulness to his promise ; wl 
had certainly lost^ had I been r 

j such beauty in the unerring dis 

i idencc towards me, -that no wa; 

i have been chosen, as the very i 

cious God hath taken to bring 
his glory. Well may I cry ou 
** O the depth and riches, both < 
knowledge !" 

Filled with admiration at the 
Fidelia stopped here, and Ver: 
has been, Novitio, the errour of 

ij still more of readers, to suppos 

tainment, and but few profitab 
drawn from a state of low life ; 1 
true religion our theme^ where i 
it ? If we inquire at the palace 
tus, there we see all the pomp o: 
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lie, are called to lie poBseBBion of (rue religion ; 
jut the poor have the Gospel presched to ihem ; 
md, among the lower class of people, religion 
Iwells in its greatest power, fe yon may see in (he 
'Asp of Fidelia, whose mind is overwhelmed with 
loly joy, even in the midst of her extreme aiiffer- 
inga, 

It was now, I thought, that one of her friends 
liked her, how it was with her as to the comforts 
of life. To which she replied : my friends, I 
bave all things, and abound ; our giaeious God 
hath promised,' that our bread shall be given, and 
our water shall be sure ; and to the praise of his 
providence, I can say, that 1 have always found 
he promise verified, for he is a God, keeping cove- 
lanl, and full of feithfulnesa. Thia I have always 
lad reason to note, but more especially been sen- 
ibleof it since the tieath of my dear Fidelio; since 
Qen I have been necessitated to live by faith on the 
Tomiaes of a provident God. I have been enabled 
trust, and never knew the promises to fail, nor 
lie Loid to fall short of any word he hath spoken, 
low shall I praise thee, thou God of infinite ful- 
ness, who from thine own inexhaustible stores hatii 
ichly supplied all my wants ? " I long to appear 
■efore thee, thou immaculate Redeemer, that I 
Bay see ihee in the effulgence of thy glory ; for 
rera I see darkly as in a glass. Many are the^e- 
ffishing gales of sweet consolation which I have 
"sd in the ordinances of thy grace ; but now, when 
Wmpare them with that unfathomable depth of ■ 
indecaying comfort, which i see immedialely be- 
We me, 'ihej are like the tmdl&iiiB^c^ ^3o%V^^<^, 



. .,.* mis wililenu'ss-.' 
new and luMivciily .lorus 
coiiir wilh thine cxrclloiit 
it \)v \\\\oh put in full puss 
notliin«r hinders mc trom 
mv ronitorts, hut this liiin 
mortalitv. Li.'t it once he 
and I shall with unspeaka 
fitiipendons hlazc of thy uns 
I lonw, O I lon^ to join } 
vonder radiant church in the 
to press into yond(T bright 
faith I sec surrounding the 
mijrht niinj^le my humble nc 
nious voices, and with them $ 
and the Lamb. Hasten th^ 

• 

lime ! Ye moments, swiftl 
fliglit! Lord, shake my fi^lii: 
speedily pass throuji^h ! But 
red is liis name, that there n 
tides m'Te ir» *^^^ ''' 




[^ in g' ill his beaut}'; this tongae ahall delight to 
praiite him eternity along ; and these hands, which 
once were the instrumenis of unrigbteousnesE, shall 
cast at his raajesliirk feet tJie gloriots crown where- 
with this worthlesfl head shall be adorned. hap- 
py, happy day, that brings home the longing exile, 
3ud lands the weary pilgrim iipoa the ehore of rest, 
to bo ever, ever with the JJord '. 

Fidelia finishing here, her fiiend again said to 
her : My dear sister, I rejoice with you, (hat the 
WJ is pleased to indulge you with such a measure 
of his sensible presence, on this, which otherwise 
Would be a day of severe trial to you ; but the Re- 
'ieemer's presence makes even Death itself not on- 
ly tolerable, but desirable and easy. But in the 
midst of your sensible enjoyments, you seem as if 
'ou had forgotten your three little children ; tell me, 
Fidelia, have you no uneasiness at the thoughts of 
eaving them behind yovi, in a land of sin and sor- 
'ow ? Would it not, with submission to the divine 
vill, be desirable to you to be spared to see them 
jrougbt up io a capacity of doing for themselves. 

To whom Fidelia replied: The Lord hath been 
I husband to the widow, and I am persuaded he 
s'ill be a father to the fatherless, and an all-auffi- 
nehtstay to the helpless orphan. My children 
ire dear, but my Saviour iB_ infinitely dearer to me : 
ind I have got such a taste of the grapes of the 
leavenly Canaan, that I cannot lhi))Jt of abiding on 
hJB wilderness-side of Death. M|( heart is alrea- 
iy gone over, why do I tarry any longer behind ? 
aut the Lord's lime is the best. Pray for me, ta^ 
nenda, thai I may not otfeuiAVe \)fes.\. >A ■^^ali?■. 



w «^ T> Al 



Li^iA ^icaouic icave mem in this 

world? She replied: Alas, my frie 

service can my presence be to a warfa 

I can be of no use at all. But I kno\i 

hath chosen, purchased, and sanctified 

ly keep it, and every individual men 

the perfect day : for of all whom the 

given to the Mediator, he hath not 1 

not lose any thing ; no, not the weal 

most contemptible ; for all shall be g 

to his heavenly kingdom. 

Give the impartial love of a dying w« 

fellow-church members, and tell then 

that it is the last request of their dying 

they live at a greater distance from 

There is, alas ! too much, by far too i 

ness between the precious children of C 

children of the world. Some of them, 

ner very unbecoming, court the fantastic 

and others seem too eagerly to thirst af 
ishinp". iinsntiafonfrkifxr *i«v» — _/• .1 • 
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Tain and empty pleasures of the flesh, which at 
best are no more than an serial dream. But, 1 
tell them from me, that the honours of life are light- 
er than chaflf, and will be driven away when Christ 
comes with his fan in his hand, thoroughly to purge 
his floor: then my friends they will appear lighter 
than nothing, and altogether vanity. that they 
could be persuaded, that gold and silver is one of 
the most dangerous burdens that a Christian pos- 
sibly can carry ; the love of money is the root of 
all evil. They will never repent when tliey come 
to a death-bed, that they are not rich, and cannot 
leave fortunes to their children. Tell them, that if 
the Almighty in his wisdom, sees that riches are 
for their good, he will, in his benevolence, bestow 
them without their immoderate care, or without 
injuring their minds in the least. O let Christians 
beware of accounting gain to be godliness. Tell 
themi from me, that the pursuit of worldly pleasure 
is the certain way to dishonour their God, and 
destroy the peace of their own souls. O persuade 
them, as Christians, to seek the things which come 
from above where the blessed Jesus sitteth at the . 
right hand of God. Let them know, that confor- 
mity to the vain customs of the world, is highly 
injurious to the cause and interest of Christ, and 
has a natural tendency to harden poor sinners in 
fcheir rebellion against God. When they come to 
1 death-bed, as I am now, all those names of hon- 
our, the applause of mankind, and all the comfort 
Bvhich springs from the possession of riches, will 
vanish away as empty Tapouia .and smoke. Veri- 
r, ali thingB here belov we N^xi\\:^ . '^'^ ^ssvcjas^ 



I 



\i 



Now, Novitio, this is divine « 
ness ! Here are riches in the 
health in the midst of sickness, j 
pain, and glory rising out of ni 
exalted soul is this ! How much 
let down into this blessed cottage 
how excellent is thy religion, O 
your of mankind ! blessed is he, 
soul is the only begotten of the ] 

Know my friend, that Fidelia 
worthy tradesman named Philale 
a constant lover and a punctual 
as all that dealt with him woil 
Philalethes was parent to a ni 
whom he carefully instructed ii 
religion. As soon as his tend 
lisp forth their innocent and c] 
he used to deal with them as 
and studied to impress their mi 

--*--.-.« «*,^ '^nnninrftaenc 
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sure, to go before his family in the worship of their 
Maker. And well knowing that the Almighty de- 
lighteth more in the gates of Zion than in all the 
dwellings of Jacob, he carefully led his whole fam- 
ily duly to attend the publick worship of God, du- 
ring which he accustonaed his children, from their 
youngest years, to a decent and becoming gravity 
in the house of prayer. He suffered no part of the 
. holy Sabbath to be devoted to vain amusement or 
worldly business ; the morning thereof was chief- 
ly employed in divine worship, and in putting his 
femily in 'mind ot the solemnity of the sanctuary 
service which they were to enter upon ; and in the 
evening his care was to improve the sermons which 
they had heard, and administering suitable instruc- 
tions to the various branches of his family, accor- 
ding to their several capacities. He greatly confi- 
ded in that word of promise, " Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it." Prov. xxii. 6. And although 
he perfectly knew that he could not give them 
grace, he believed it his duty to inure them to the 
forms of religion. Encouraged by the promise, 
and well knowing that human, endeavours avail but 
little without divine influence, he was s^ fervent 
wrestler* with God for the blessing, jipd had the 
pleasure of seeing that his endeavours and prayers 
were not in vain ; as his family, even from their 
younger years, were properly restrained from the 
fashionable vices which corrupt our youth, and 
were perfect strangers to the brilliance of a ball^ 

*G«ii. ixxu. ^« 






in their religious sentiments ; for he 
that unless husband and wife were < 
opinion, both with regard to doctrine 
of worship, there is but little prospect • 
v/hich is so essential to mutud happinc 
he married to a worthy young man oi 
fortune, whose name was Fidelio, a 
tradesman, who in their younger yea 
such losses in trade, as reduced him to 
ty of supporting his family by the 1 
hands ; and no labour he thought too 
port his wife and children, whom he 
loved. But as one says in a certain pi 
times happens to a righteous person : 
the deserts of the wicked, so it happem 
for it pleased the Lord, a few years s 
her husband away from her at a very 
to possess the heavenly diadem to w 
appointed. Her fervent and faithful 



nighty Disposer dealt hardly with her ; never 
s she known, in a way of murmuring and impa- 
ice, to say unto God, "What dost thou?" 
)ii the other hand, she was careful to know 
etlier she had not purchased the aflliction to her- 
:' by an over-esteem for, and too much depend- 
e on her Imsband ; thereby withholding a part 
her heart from, and infringing her duty of full 
icndence on God. In the times of her deepest 
:ress she w\is wont thus to reason ; I know, yea, 
Ti fully persuaded that tlie Lord afilicteth not 
linflrly ; tliere must be necessity for it, ere he is 
isod to apply the rod. Instead of mourning as 
' without hope, her principal care was, that the 
:>ensati()n might be sanctified to her advantage 
growth in grace, that she might live more upon 
rest more fully on the Saviour who ^ied for 
. Fidelia was a woman who well knew how 
)lead a promise in the time of need ; she was 
ays but weak in body, but a powerful wrestler 
he throne of grace ; she was shy in courting, 
niodcst in receiving favours from man ; but at 
throne of God she was importunate, and would 
take a denial. Her circumstances being very 
aftor the death of her husband, she was brought 
he necessity of living by fsdth on a promising 
J, even for hers and her children's daily suste- 
ce, which, I assure you, is far from being the 
[est part of the exercise of faith. ^ -. 
)istre8sed Fidelia used to comfort hetinlf in re- 
ting upon the regard which Jehovah has. expres- 
towards the poor and needy, aud especially his 
laring himself << to be a husband to the widow. 
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ised to be a husband himself; a 
husband, as he hath said, he i 
part of the best of husbands. 1 
is to direct, defend, and provii 
and all this the Lprd hath prom 
the widow who trusts in him. 
to the tenour of the promises i 
particular, to that salutary word 
caused me to hope, where he 1 
I self a Sun and a Shield to his 

heat to influence and quicken me 
and here is a shield for safety, a 
tion from all enemies, outward ai 
deth, I will give grace to suppc 
sanctify afflictions ; and -when tl 
ed, he says, I will give glory. ' 
a life of infinite wants, but here i 
for them all ; for it is added, ** I 
good thing.*' This is an ample 
for all mv np«»oai*io« f^ — * — ^' 
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I in proportion to their n 
I are great ; therefore, Lord, may my trust 
hee be strong. ■ 

wes ilius she communed with her own heart, 
ofitable reflections upon tlie promiaes of God. 
was likewise accusttimed early lo lell her chil- 
, that now they had no natural father, in pro- 
for and dispose of them ; but that God had de- ■ 
d himself "the father of the fatherless," nnd 
loped that He would he a father to lliem — 
estly did she repommend them lo tlie grace 
irotertioii of the dmne Shepherd, who heirs 
imbs in his arms, and nourisheth them in his 
I). She prayed, and she hoped that God 
d he the guardian of their infant jears, train 
up in his own fear, nurture, and admonition; 
dc for them all tilings necessary, and dispoae 
em to the glory both of bis providence and 
Thus her dailj prayers were unto the 
, and to him were all her cares committed ; 
iig doubling, hot in the unbounded beneficence 
Is nature, he would lake special care of her 

lg lived in a constant reliance on the provi- 
3 and promises of God, and was never disap- 
^d ; notwithstsnding her faith was frequently 
as with fire ; and now she is dying, could I 
. to yoii the holy joys of her elevated soul, if 
ivere posiiPssed of all the Wealth of the Indies, 
lio, you would willingly part with it, if it 
f 03 jible that you copld'excliange your condi- 
for such sa hers. An explicif- narration of 
;ia's e:sperieuce, would be of moie use to the 



[gion in one week of her life, tnau lu ^ ^ 

>reaching of some who arex;aUed.ma»tera of Isi 
id now, Novitio, that you knay know that | 
Is not ashamed of the meanest of his saints, 1 1 
/a mind once more to give you a view of the im 
tenal world ;: thereby you will see, that the ai^ 
of God do not despise her because- of her pove 
This said, he again, in his usual manner, 
strengthened my visual ray, that instantly I 
the -place was filled with the heavenly hosts, ' 
unweariedly ministered to the dying woman ; 
she, notwithstanding in the embraces of ]> 
was so tmsported with holy joy, that she fi 
the pains of dying. So fervently glowed the 
phick flame in her heart, and in such profusio 
joys of approaching eternity were poured inf 
soul, that adl sensation of pain seemed to be' 
By this time the lamp of nature only glimme 
the socket, she lay supinely stretched on he 
l^norine and waiting for the dissolving m( 

-•«« nnntinued articular 
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3t glorified soul joined in fellowship with the 
inisters of heaven, forrmerly her invisible attend- 
its. Now swift as thought they carried her to 
:e blissful regions of eternal day ; where she was 
ceived with joy fill acclamations by all the hosts 
* the heaven of heavens: and the ever-adorable 
edeemer pronounced her blessed, saying : "Well 
)ne, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou in- 
the joy of thy Lord ; thou hast been faithfiil 
'er a few things, therefore thou shalt be a ruler 
er many." On which I thought a crown of 
Thteousness was put upon her head by the pier- 
d hand of the Redeemer ; a palm of triumph 
ven to her, and orders issued to put her in pos- 
ssion of the mansions near the jasper throne 4 
here she strove to outdo Magdalene in praise, 
d to exalt her voice even above that of Mary, 
e mother of our Lord. Here was emulation 
thout anger, the most earnest contention without 
y tincture of pride. Who should be least in 
eir own esteem, who should most glorify and ex- 
, sovereign free and distinguished grace, were 
e springs of all their heavenly debates. Here 
anasseh vied with the sweet singer of Israel, the 
m after God's own heart; the crucified thief, 
th Enoch an4 Abraham ; Ruth, the Moabitess, 
;th Deborah, the mother of Israel ; Jairus, the 
lor, contended with Paul the apostle ; and babes 
im the womb claimed % right to sing louder than 
ilomon, the wisest of aen^ Here parents strove 
surpass their childrta, wd children to exceed 
3 praises of tl}eir pmnte ; masten their Ibnner 
rants, and serVuiti \\iea TOiiitaK«>i tBBE&aOiR% 
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the heavenly world, my belov 
« the unwelcome morning rushed 
bereaved me of the precious del 
I in the nifirht. Sp I awoke to c 

sorrow, finding myself still in 1 
possessed as heretofore of th 
\^hence every evil to me procee 
dened and groaning, because o 
while in this tabernacle. Yea, 
to be tired of this world, and yi 
into another. 
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